Salvage Radio Script

Narrator: Most people assume that personal items that were submerged or got wet from flood waters need to be thrown out. FEMA Environmental Officer Bill Kennedy says that DC residents who suffered damage to items like photos, letters, and books should know that these can be saved if certain steps are taken.

Kennedy: As a matter of fact, there are a number of things they can do to restore things that have historical or sentimental value for them. If they move quickly, they can in all likelihood preserve anything that they have, whether they are pictures, disks, photographs, books, or letters.

Narrator: Some general cleaning tips can be applied to almost any personal item that needs to be salvaged.

Kennedy: The first tip is that if the object is still wet, rinse with clean, clear water. Clean and remove debris with soft brushes or damp clothes without grinding debris into objects. The best way to inhibit the growth of mold or mildew is to reduce humidity. Increase air flow with fans, open windows, air conditioners, and dehumidifiers.

Narrator: Many residents are most concerned about family photographs that were damaged in the flood. With proper care, these too can be saved.

Kennedy: Damaged photographs for which there are no negatives should receive attention first. Once photographs are stuck together or become moldy, saving them may not be possible. Handle wet photographs carefully; the surfaces may be fragile. Wet photos may be rinsed in clear water if needed and sealed in a plastic garbage bag with a type or a Ziploc-type plastic bag. If possible, put wax paper between each photos. If a freezer is available, freeze the photos immediately. Later, the photos can be defrosted, separated, and air-dried. 

Narrator: For artistic works or for items with great monetary or sentimental value, organizations right here in Washington can provide advice and restoration expertise.

Kennedy: The American Institute for Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works or the Heritage Preservation Society have some people that can come out and give you a hand give you some advice. Their telephone number is 202-452-9545.

Narrator: For more information on how to salvage particular items, visit FEMA’s “Tips for Saving Water-Damaged Property at www.FEMA.gov/FEMA/coping.htm

