Qualified Arbitrators Available for Cerro Grande Fire Disputes

NOTICE: Do not contact the arbitrators directly. When you have selected the person who you would like to arbitrate your case, mail the selection form to the Arbitration Administrator for Cerro Grande Claims (AACGC) at FEMA Headquarters, 500 C Street, SW, Suite 214, Washington, DC 20472 or email it to cindy.mazur@fema.gov. For more information, see FEMA’s Arbitration Guidelines for the Cerro Grande Fires.

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Rudy S. Apodaca
Las Cruces, New Mexico

Synopsis

In holding various public offices, and my broad experience as a practicing attorney, together with my tenure as an appellate judge, I have had a wide range of dealings with people from all walks of life. I have attempted to exercise compassion, understanding and patience in those endeavors. I believe my direct involvement as an appellate judge in writing 1,127 opinions, specially concurring opinions and dissents, together with participating in 1,823 other opinions, have laid a strong foundation for me as an arbitrator. This diverse experience has given me a broad perspective of human nature that hopefully enriches a person with temperament, wisdom, and a common-sense approach that will benefit the general public in the settlement of disputes.

Professional Experience

July 2000 to present
Arbitration/Mediation/Judge Pro Tem Services

Since my retirement as a judge on the New Mexico Court of Appeals, I have been assigned to numerous litigated court cases for settlement facilitation (mediation) and arbitration. I have been designated or assigned to several solo-arbitration cases and one 3-panel arbitration case. In addition, I recently entered into a one-year contract with the County of Dona Ana, State of New Mexico, renewable for three additional years on an annual basis, to provide services as an arbitrator in resolving employee grievances or disputes with management.

I have been assigned as judge pro tem in various New Mexico state court proceedings.

Jan 1987 to Jun 2000
Judge, New Mexico Court of Appeals; 

Chief Judge from December 1994 to January 1997

Aug 1964 to Dec 1986
Practice of law in Las Cruces as a solo practitioner

Oct 1964 to Oct 1966
Active duty in military

Branch of Service: United States Army Security Agency; security clearance: top-secret crypto; honorably discharged with rank of Captain.
Education

· New Mexico State University (1961); Bachelor of Science degree (in mathematics)

· Georgetown University Law Center (1964); J.D. degree.

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Jeffrey L. Baker, Esquire

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Synopsis

Arbitration experience:  I have arbitrated personal injury cases to which I have been assigned by judges in this judicial district, cases involving uninsured motorist claims, attorney malpractice claims, and cases involving attorney fee disputes.  I have arbitrated approximately 25 cases.

Arbitration training:  The State Bar of New Mexico Continuing Legal Education Committee conducts annual training for mediators and arbitrators.  I have attended these training sessions each of the last four years.

Areas of expertise:  For fourteen years I was general counsel to the Albuquerque Metropolitan Arroyo Flood Control Authority (AMAFCA), and in that capacity I handled hundreds of condemnations.  As such, I became familiar with various appraisal procedures, involving valuations of vacant land, residential property, and commercial property.  More recently, my practice has focused on the defense of civil rights and personal injury claims against government entities, although I also handle plaintiff’s cases (mostly legal malpractice claims).

Professional Experience
Jan 1988 to present
The Baker Law Firm, Albuquerque, New Mexico
Sept 1981 to Dec 1987
Partner, general practice of law, Tryon, Pompei & Baker, P.A.,


Albuquerque, New Mexico

Education

· Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts
A.B., Cum Laude, 1971 

· SUNY at Buffalo Law School, Amherst, New York
J.D., 1976 

· Hastings College of Civil Advocacy, Graduate, 1983 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Howard S. Bellman

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Synopsis
Mr. Bellman is an Attorney and has been a mediator and arbitrator in labor and employment disputes for 30 years. Since the mid-1970's his practice has also included dispute resolution in environmental conflicts and a broad variety of other disputes. He is well known in the public policy arena, having facilitated many negotiated rulemaking and similar procedures at the state and federal levels. Much of his current work is in the settlement of pending litigation although it ranges even to international matters.

Mr. Bellman is a graduate of the University of Cincinnati and New York University Law Schools. He has served as a Commissioner of the Wisconsin Employment Relations Commission and Secretary of the Wisconsin Department of Industry, Labor and Human Relations. He has also served in various capacities in the State Bar of Wisconsin, The Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolution, and the National Academy of Arbitrators. Currently, he is a member of the CPR, Institute for Dispute Resolution Commission on Ethics and Standards and the American Arbitration Association’s Global Center for Dispute Resolution Research Advisory Committee.

Mr. Bellman is also a Senior Fellow of the Western Justice Center Foundation in Pasadena, California, and an adjunct faculty member at the Marquette University Graduate Program in Dispute Resolution and the University of Wisconsin Law School. In the past he served as a Senior Fellow of the Conservation Foundation in Washington, D.C., and a Visiting Scholar at the University of Wisconsin Law School.

Qualifications

Arbitration:  Mr. Bellman is a member of the commercial arbitration panels of CPR, Institute for Dispute Resolution, and the American Arbitration Association (AAA). He is also a member of many labor arbitration panels, including those of the AAA and the Federal Mediation Conciliation Service. He has been a member of the National Academy of Arbitrators since 1972.

Mr. Bellman has arbitrated hundreds of disputes of all descriptions since 1965. He has served as an Arbitrator under the Indian Gaming Regulation Act.

Mediation:  Mr. Bellman has mediated hundreds of disputes of all descriptions since 1965. As a mediation panel member of CPR, Institute for Dispute Resolution and AAA, by appointment of Federal and State Courts, as well as by direct appointment of the parties, he has assisted in the resolution of a broad variety of statutory, contractual and other claims.

He is experienced in the resolution of disputes based on statutory and treaty rights of Indian tribes.

Education

· B.A., Political Science · 1959 · University of Cincinnati · Cincinnati, Ohio 

· LL.B · 1962 · University of Cincinnati · Cincinnati, Ohio 

· LL.M., Labor Law · 1963 · New York University · New York City, New York 

Admitted to practice of law in Ohio and Wisconsin
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Sarah M. Bradley

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Synopsis

My background and experience gives me insight into the insurance issues and knowledge of the emotional toll to those who have suffered losses.  I am currently retired from active trial practice and have restricted my practice to arbitrations and mediations.

Qualifications

Arbitration:  I have represented parties in numerous arbitrations, primarily in the area of uninsured motorist.  I have acted as an arbitrator by agreement of parties in many uninsured motorist disputes as well as being appointed by the district judges of the Second Judicial District to arbitrate matters at their request.  In my 26 years in private practice I participated in well over 100 arbitrations representing a litigant and have acted as an arbitrator in more than 30 cases during that time.

Professional Experience

18 months
Clerk, the Hon. Edwin L. Mechem, United States District Judge for the District of New Mexico, 18 months.
1974-1999
Private practice

· Formed Bradley & McCulloch, P.A. in 1980 and retired from active trial practice in 1999. 

· Private practice consisted of a trial practice in the area of insurance defense concentrating in personal injury, products liability, veterinary malpractice, construction defects and large property losses

Education 

· JD, UNM School of Law 1972

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Steve C. Briggs

Denver, Colorado

Synopsis
My interest in arbitration and mediation led me to training in both in the 1980's. From then until I was appointed in 1992 as a judge on the Colorado Court of Appeals, I was extensively involved in arbitration and mediation. This included service as an arbitrator for the American Arbitration Association. During this time, I was also actively involved in pro bono, civic, and bar activities. I have served as President of the Boulder County Bar Association and as Vice-President of the Colorado Bar Association. Before I went on the bench, I was also an Adjunct Professor at C.U. Law School, teaching a course in the various forms of alternative dispute resolution, including arbitration.

As an appellate judge, I authored over 600 opinions and, as a division member, decided over 1,200 more. These included cases involving damage claims for destruction of property. During this time, I served a member of the Executive Council of the Colorado Bar Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee, and I authored the article for the Centennial Edition of the Colorado Lawyer Magazine on the history of Alternative Dispute Resolution in Colorado. Since joining the Judicial Arbiter Group (a group of former judges who provide arbitration and mediation services) I have arbitrated cases including construction and property damage disputes.

Professional Experience

2000- current
Arbiter, Judicial Arbiter Group

1992-1999
Judge, Colorado Court of Appeals

1978-1992
Partner, Hutchinson Black & Cook, Boulder

1976-1978
Asst. Attorney General, Antitrust Section, Colorado Attorney General

1975-1976
Law Clerk, Chief Judge Alfred A. Arraj, U. S. District Court
Related Experience

Current
Current full-time employment as Arbiter with Judicial Arbiter Group (Group of retired and former judges who provide arbitration and mediation services) (arbitrator in wide variety of civil litigation)

1996-2000
Judge in Mock Trials for National Institute of Trial Advocacy

1990-1992
Arbitrator in Personal Injury Cases under Colorado Mandatory Arbitration Act

1990-1992
Arbitration Panel of the American Arbitration Association (arbitrator in complex commercial litigation)
Special Training
Arbitration
American Arbitration Association, Basic and Advanced Arbitration Training, 1990-1991

Mediation 
CDR & Associates, Mediation, 1987 (40-hour course) 

CDR & Associates, The Mediation Process 1990 (40-hour course)

Education

· University of Colorado School of Law, Juris Doctor, May, 1975;
Class Standing 2/138; Faculty Selection, Outstanding Freshman;
American Jurisprudence Book Awards (1st in class) in Torts, Criminal Law, Contracts, Property, Corporations, Uniform Commercial Code 

· University of California, Berkeley, Graduate Study in Social Psychology, Fall 1969 
· University of Michigan, Bachelor of Arts, May, 1970, Major in Sociology 

· Oklahoma State University, 1965-67 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Keith S. Burn

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Synopsis
Mr. Burn is an AV rated lawyer who has been practicing law in private practice since 1973.  His practice is primarily limited to general business matters and civil litigation, arbitration, mediation, and appeals in State and Federal Courts in such areas as: employment law; partnership formation and dissolution; corporate derivative actions; corporate formation and dissolution; limited liability company formation and dissolution; limited partnership accounting and dissolution actions; actions by limited partners against general partners for fraud, breach of fiduciary duties, securities violations and breach of contract; contract reformation actions; planning and zoning actions; complaints involving subdivision and restrictive covenant violations, title disputes and mortgage foreclosures; uniform commercial code matters.   

In the construction area, Mr. Burn regularly represents owners, architects, engineers, contractors, subcontractors, material suppliers, homebuilders, public entities, realtors, title companies, land developers and construction lenders.  He has substantial experience litigating and arbitrating claims involving professional negligence, payment disputes, delay damages, changed conditions, breach of contract warranty obligations, structural defects, and structural defects and product liability.
Education
· J.D., University of Denver College, of Law, 1972 

· B.A., Duke University, 1970 

Professional Associations

· Member, American Bar Association 

· Member, Construction Industry Forum 

· Member, Construction Law Committee of Public Works Section of ABA 

· Member, State Bar of New Mexico 

· Director, Corporation, Business and Banking Law Section, 1983-1986 

· Director, Continuing Legal Education Committee, 1983-1986 

· Member, Litigation Section 

· Member, Colorado Bar Association 

· Member, Albuquerque Bar Association 

· Fellow, New Mexico Bar Foundation 

· Member, New Mexico Supreme Court Disciplinary Board, 1982-1987, Chairman,1985-1987 

· Member, American Arbitration Association New Mexico Advisory Board 

· Member, American Arbitration Association Panel of Commercial Arbitrators 

· Member American Arbitration Association Panel of Construction Industry Arbitrators 

· Lecturer for State Bar of New Mexico and private publication companies in the areas of construction litigation, arbitration and mediation, construction claims, commercial litigation and arbitration and ethics. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Virginia L. Chavez

Denver, Colorado

Synopsis

I have mediated or arbitrated cases involving real and personal property loss or damage, and business loss.  These losses and damages may have arisen from torts (accidents, trespass, explosions), or from breach of contract.  Financial loss is common in contract and construction cases as well as in personal injury matters.  A great percentage of the cases I have handled have involved claims against insurance companies, for recovery of damages.  Health insurers and property insurers are often seeking subrogation or indemnification in many of the matters I have helped to resolve.

Professional Experience
Jan 1994 – Current
Sole Arbiter

· Arbitrated between 15 and 20 matters, primarily personal injury cases.  I have mediated over 100 cases, including employment, construction, personal injury, property damage and malpractice cases. 

· Arbitrate for attorneys in private practice who seek my services. 
Trial Judge, Boulder County, Colorado
Special Training
Arbitration
My training consists of six years on the trial bench, 22 years as an attorney and a weeklong course taught by the Center for Dispute Resolution and a course taught by the U.S. Postal Service.  I have attended numerous alternative dispute resolution seminars and have also presented lectures on ADR.

Education
· J.D. from the University of Denver in 1978 

· B.A. from the University of Colorado in 1974 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Roger L. Copple

Santa Fe, New Mexico

Synopsis
I now limit my practice to and own the registered New Mexico trade name “Alternative Dispute Resolution.”  

In the private and public practice of law I have represented individuals and all forms of business, governmental and other legal entities in the acquisition and disposition of property and the defense and prosecution of claims for breach of contract or duty, negligent action, torts and violations of law.  

I have been directly involved as counsel of record in proceedings for the condemnation or civil forfeiture of or damage to property. When I served as a district court judge in the First Judicial District, which includes Los Alamos County, I dealt with all types of civil matters except children and domestic relations.
Professional Experience

1972- Current
I have served as an arbitrator, director for management of proceedings for arbitration/mediation, mediator and settlement facilitator since 1972 in administrative, judicial and private matters involving civil or statutory claims which varied in amount from less than $5,000 to over $2,500,000. There has never been an appeal or contest of an award or decision which I made or in which I participated as a panel member.

Special Training
Arbitration
In accredited Mandatory Continuing Legal Education programs, I have had in excess of 72 hours of formal training; and I have received over 30 additional hours of training from organizations listed above or other sources.

Education
· National Judicial College, Reno, NV – General Jurisdiction, 1987. 

· SMU School of Law, Dallas, TX – LLB (in top 10% of class), 1959. 

· UNM, Albuquerque, NM – BS, 1956. 

Professional Affiliations
· American Arbitration Association - member and service on New Mexico Advisory Council and panel member of arbitrators and mediators. 
· American Academy of Attorney - Mediators, New Mexico Division - member, and service as panel member. 
· American Bar Association - current member Section of Dispute Resolution. 
· Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolution - current member. 
· State Bars of New Mexico and Texas - current member; serve on New Mexico committees for Alternative Methods of Dispute Resolution and Fee Arbitration. 
· State Bar of New Mexico - Sec. 15-7-4(A)(5), NMSA, 1978, statutory representative to Risk Management Division, General Services Department (1985‑87 and 1994‑98). 
· Supreme Court of New Mexico – current member The Disciplinary Board and a subcommittee formed by the Code of Professional Conduct Committee and the Board. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Catherine Downing, Esquire

Santa Fe, New Mexico

Synopsis
My legal training has involved extensive focus in alternative dispute resolution. My financial background makes me uniquely able to examine and resolve the business, financial and economic issues involved in all types of disputes.  I have represented parties in several hundred cases involving valuation and division of small businesses or real and personal property.  This involved working closely with business valuation experts to ascertain the correct methodology and its application in arriving at the proper value for businesses and assets. My litigation practice focuses on empathizing with injury and loss victims and working to reach fair solutions for all involved. 

I have served as an arbitrator in various civil cases and have represented individual parties in arbitration proceedings.  In addition, I have acted as a mediator in numerous cases and have presented well over 100 cases at mediations.  All of this alternative dispute resolution experience is in addition to a litigation practice that brings me into state and federal court on a regular basis.
Education
· Juris Doctor, University of New Mexico, 1988 

· Bachelor of Science, University of Eastern Washington, 1979 

· Major: Business Administration, Minor: Accounting and Economics 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

William Patrick French

Phoenix, Arizona

Professional Experience 
2000 – Current

William P. French, Esq
1995 – 2000

Senior Partner in Litigation, Morrison & Hecker L.L.P.
1990 – 1994

Senior Partner in Litigation , Scult, French, Zwillinger & Smock

1965 – 1978

Senior Partner in Litigation, Streich, Lang, Weeks, Cardon & French
Related Experience
Arbitration

Arbitrator, American Arbitration Association - 25 years 

Large part of my practice has been in condemnation law.  In that regard, I have dealt with the issues of fair market values and replacement costs for over 25 years.  I have dealt with appraisal methods over the same period of time.
Judiciary

· Merit selection appointee by the Governor to the Superior Court Bench of Arizona, Maricopa County, May 15, 1978. 

· Appointed Presiding Judge of the Criminal Divisions on October 1, 1979. 

· On 1980 Bar Poll for Retention, received 99% for retention and 100% for integrity. 

· Resigned to return to private practice.  Judge Pro Tem, Arizona Court of Appeals (1986-Present). 

·  Judge Pro Tem, Maricopa County Superior Court (1984-Present).
Education
· University of Notre Dame, B.A. Degree, 1953

Football Scholarship 

· St. Louis University of Law - Law Journal Staff 1956-1959
Scholarship Recipient
Selected for the United States Attorney General's
Honor Graduate Program, Department of Justice, Washington, D.C. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Hon. Wyatt H. Heard

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Professional Experience
Mar 1998 – Current
Of Counsel, Hinkle, Hensley, Shanor & Martin, LLP, Albuquerque, New Mexico

1996 - Feb 1998
Of Counsel, Taichert & Wiggins, Albuquerque, NM
1991 – 1996

Of Counsel, Looper, Reed, Mark & McGraw Incorporated, Houston, Texas
1969 – 1990
Judge of the 190th District Court of the State of Texas
(Retired as of December 31, 1990)

1966 – 1969

Civil Trial Attorney, Urban, Coolidge, Pennington and Heard, Houston, Texas
1954 – 1966

Civil Trial Lawyer, Baker and Botts
,Houston, Texas
1952 – 1954
Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

Related Experience
1994 – Current

On faculty of Attorney-Mediators of Texas

1992 - 1999 

Mediated over 700 cases.  Most noted civil lawsuits include:

· Phillips Petroleum Chemical Plant Explosion in 1992 -
(Houston)
Mediated 200 cases in 1994 (These cases were settled) 

· San Jacinto River Explosion - 4 pipelines: Texaco, Colonial
and Velero Pipeline in 1994 Mediated 9,000 cases in 1996
(These cases were settled) 

· Chosen as national arbitrator for "Fiberboard" cases nationwide from 1991-1999 

Special Training
Mediation
Received over one hundred hours of mediation training at Harvard Law School; National College of State Trial Judges, Reno, Nevada; and Association of Attorney Mediators.

Education
· 1952
JD, Baylor University, Law Review  

· 1950
BBA, Baylor University 

Professional Associations
· Phi Alpha Delta Legal Fraternity

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Daniel C. Himelspach, Esq.

Denver, Colorado

Synopsis
I have arbitrated approximately 160 cases and litigated, supervised the litigation, or mediated in excess of 2000 disputes.  I have served as an arbitrator since 1989.  Of the 160 cases, I have arbitrated in excess of one hundred cases for Dispute Management, Inc.  Most of these cases involved personal injury matters, business disputes, and property losses.  I have arbitrated for the National Association of Securities Dealers and have held chairman status for about eight years. For the NASD I have arbitrated approximately 50 cases all of which have involved complex securities and business matters.  The hearings in many of these cases have exceeded one week.  One high profile and highly contentious case, on which I served as the chairman, was tried for almost three weeks.  I have served as an arbitrator for the American Arbitration Association on approximately eight cases, most of which have been involved and complex personal injury or business matters. In addition, I have served as a court appointed Special Master, with judicial power, in cases involving partition, teacher dismissal and valuation of property losses from fraud or catastrophe. 

I have arbitrated, litigated or mediated cases involving: personal injury, construction disputes, environmental, land use, mining, property loss, real estate, products liability, employment, insurance claims, subrogation, partition, condemnation, land valuation, contract disputes and allocation of liability.  Daily, I deal with a variety of legal matters.  I have dealt with numerous construction disputes and projects involving virtually every facet of construction.
Special Training
Arbitration

I have received arbitration training from the following organizations:

· Harvard Law School 

· The University of Denver College of Law 

· American Arbitration Association 

· National Association of Securities Dealers 

Education

· Harvard Law School, Cambridge, MA, 1990.
Advanced training in negotiations, mediation, arbitration, and conflict management. 

· University of Denver College of Law, Denver, CO.

J.D., 1976 

· South Dakota School of Mines and Technology, Rapid City, SD.
B.S. in Chemistry, 1970. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Douglas L. Irish

Phoenix, Arizona

Synopsis

Mr. Irish is a senior trial lawyer, and was the firm's Managing Partner from 1987 to 1992.  His experience includes trials, appeals and litigation management in Montana, Texas, Colorado, Louisiana, New Mexico and Nevada, as well as in Arizona, of complex and national/regional cases involving:  corporate, business and commercial disputes; engineering/technical/scientific products; pharmaceuticals; and medical devices.  

In 1996 Mr. Irish was presented with the Gold Eagle Award by E.I. du Pont de Nemours & Co., which is the highest honor given by DuPont and this is only the second time in the company's history that this has been awarded to outside counsel.  The award was for his outstanding achievement as co-leader of the company's National Counsel Team, and as leader of a regional team, in the defense of one of the largest mass tort product liability matters in the company's history, resulting in 55 trial and appellate decisions in a row ruling in favor of DuPont, and the adoption of provisions in Restatement of Torts:  Products Liability (1997) exonerating raw materials suppliers from liability for finished product performance.  
In addition to DuPont, Mr. Irish's representations have included:  The Greyhound Corp. (now Viad) and its senior management in shareholder derivative litigation; Group W Broadcasting in CATV financing and broadcast litigation; Westinghouse and General Electric in electric power production/switching/transmission and controls design litigation; Smith & Wesson in firearms engineering/design litiga​tion; Zimmer Manufacturing Co. in medical device/implant litigation; Blood Systems in transfusion-transmitted disease litigation (hepatitis, AIDS, etc.); Bristol-Myers in ethical drug litigation; and both United Nuclear Corp. and Foote Mineral in nuclear incident and radiation exposure litigation.

Professional Experience
Current


Faculty, National Institute for Trial Advocacy.

· Mr. Irish annually serves on the faculty, at both the basic and Master Advocate levels, of the National Institute for Trial Advocacy's national and regional programs 

· Teaches primarily direct and cross-examination techniques.  

1963
State and Federal Courts in Arizona and Colorado, and in the 5th, 9th and 10th Circuit Courts of Appeal

Professional Associations
· The American Arbitration Association’s National Panel of Arbitrators and its “Large Complex Case Panel.”

· Mr. Irish has been Co-Chair of the State Bar of Arizona's Law Practice Management Committee, and served as Chancellor (general counsel) of The Episcopal Church in Arizona, 1977-1992.
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Thomas F. Keleher

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Synopsis
Mr. Keleher concentrates his practice in commercial litigation, construction law and real estate law.  He served as an officer in the U.S. Navy, Civil Engineer Corps.  He is a former registered professional engineer in New Mexico.  He represents engineers, contractors, subcontractors and property owners in a variety of construction-related matters, including personal injury claims arising out of construction projects, claims of defective construction, professional engineering malpractice claims and contract disputes.  He also regularly represents landowners in connection with real estate disputes and transactions.

Mr. Keleher has served as an arbitrator on the American Arbitration Association’s panel of arbitrators since September of 1989.  He has attended the Advanced Training for Arbitrators in Commercial Arbitration.

Qualifications
Primary Areas Of Practice
· Commercial Litigation
· Construction Law 
· Real Estate Law 
· Arbitration 

Education
· University of New Mexico, B.S.C.E. 1964; J.D. 1974
· Admitted to the New Mexico Bar in 1974
Professional Affiliations

· Member, Albuquerque and American Bar Associates, State Bar of New Mexico.  
· Member and past chair, State Bar Commercial Litigation and Antitrust Section.  
· Member, State Bar Medical-Legal Panel.  
· Member, American Arbitration Association Panel of Arbitrators. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Howard M. Kirshbaum

Denver, Colorado

Synopsis

Since his admission to the bar in 1965, Howard has served as the chair of the Denver Bar Association’s legal services program; the chief executive officer of the Colorado Bar Association’s Prepaid Legal Services Corporation; a director of Denver Opportunity, Inc.; a trustee of the Denver Bar Association; and a member of the Board of Governors of the Colorado Bar Association.  He co-founded the Colorado Judicial Institute and served as a director of that organization from 1979 to 1989, initiated the formation of the Colorado Bar Association Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee, and founded the Colorado Trial Judges Council.  Howard chaired the Colorado Supreme Court Public Education Committee for several years, during which time he directed projects designed to foster mock trial competitions in Colorado high schools; to disseminate information to Colorado citizens concerning Colorado’s judicial branch of government; and to encourage the development of curricula exploring the judicial process by elementary, secondary, and post-secondary educators in Colorado.  He also received honorary memberships in the Order of St. Ives (University of Denver College of Law) and the Order of the Coif (University of Colorado School of Law).

Professional Experience
Jan 1997

Retired Senior Judge, the Colorado Judicial Branch

Jan 1997

Arbitrator, Judicial Arbiter Group, Inc.

May 1983 - Jan 1997
Associate Justice, Colorado Supreme Court

Jan 1980

Judge, Colorado Court of Appeals

Sept 1975

District Judge, Second Judicial District of Colorado

Seven Years

Partner, Zarlengo and Kirshbaum for seven years

1970


Adjunct Professor Of Law, University of Denver College Of Law

· Presenting courses in federal jurisdiction, trial practice, and legal history;  

· has served as an instructor for National Institute of Trial Advocacy programs; and 

· has presented undergraduate courses in psychology and the law at the University of Colorado Denver campus and in legal history at Metropolitan State College of Denver. 

1966-1967

Associate,  Tweedy, Mosely, Aley, and Young, Denver, CO

Special Training
He has completed an instructional program in mediation offered by CDR Associates, Boulder, Colorado, and a Harvard University Negotiations for Lawyers course

Education
· Harvard Law School (LL.B 1965) 

· Cambridge University (A.B. with honors, English, 1962; M.A., 1966 

· Yale University (B.A. Magna cum Laude, English, 1960)
Professional Affiliations
Currently a director of the American Law Institute, a director of the American Judicature Society, a member of the American Bar Association Standing Committee on Public Education, and a member of SPIDR.

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Dan A. Mckinnon, III

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Synopsis

I conservatively estimate that I have participated in over 30 arbitrations.  Several of these cases were under the auspices of the American Arbitration Association, several were referred by the Second Judicial District Court of New Mexico, but most were referred by the parties to contractual or other disputes.

I recently served as the third party neutral in an arbitration ordered by the United States Department of Education in Haney v. New Mexico Commission for the Blind, No. R-S/99-3.  After leaving the New Mexico Supreme Court at the end of 1998, I have restricted my practice to mediations, arbitrations, special master duties, and appellate consultations. 

During my practice in New Mexico I have litigated many matters involving property, business, and financial losses as well as tort, insurance, and personal injury claims.  I have also handled many matters involving property values and appraisals. 

In 1990 I was admitted as a Fellow to the American College of Trial Lawyers.  In 1998 I was the recipient of the 1998 Outstanding Judge Award, Albuquerque Bar Association, for my service as a justice on the New Mexico Supreme Court. 

Finally, I recently served as a sole arbitrator in a case that involved a claimed breach of a subdivision construction contract between a local home builder and a tribe, the construction site being on tribal lands, where several of the above loss issues were resolved.
Special Training
My training consists of practicing law for over thirty years primarily as a litigator, reading the arbitration literature and relevant cases, being learned in many substantive areas of the law, and arbitrating cases.  
I have completed over 50 hours in Advanced Workplace Mediation Skills, and Training in the Theory and Practice of Mediation, UNM Law School of Law, and have handled over 80 mediations.
Education
· Bachelor of Laws, University of Colorado. 
· Bachelor of Science, University of New Mexico. 

Martindale-Hubbell listing, 1995 edition (AV rating, which continues to date)

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

William Walter Means

Tulsa, Oklahoma

Synopsis
My arbitration experience has included personal injury and property damage claims: contract disputes, which would include oil and gas take-or-pay issues, partnership dissolutions and domestic matters.  The exact number of cases is unknown but would be in the hundreds.  

My judicial and arbitration experiences have involved all of the areas mentioned, including condemnation cases.
Professional Experience
Jan 1992

Mediation and Arbitration Practice
· consultant on appellate practice and professional responsibility

1983 – 1992

Judge, Court of Appeals

· Has participated from time to time as Special Justice of Supreme Court by assignment of Chief Justice to replace a disqualified justice

Jan 1988 - Jan 1989
Elected Chief Judge, Court of Appeals

Jan 1985 - Jan 1988
Appointed Administrative Chief Judge, Court of Appeals, Tulsa Divisions

1971 – 1983

District Judge, 14th Judicial District

1969 – 1971

Associate District Judge of Tulsa County

1967 – 1969

Judge, Court of Common Pleas

1966 – 1967
Chief Civil Assistant County Attorney
(Now District Attorney)

1962 – 1966
Assistant County Attorney
1961


Public Defender, Tulsa County

1961 – 1962

General Practice
Special Training
Arbitration
My arbitration training includes my experience as an Oklahoma trial and appellate judge, training sessions with the American Arbitration Association and the Association of Attorney - Mediators, Inc. of Dallas, Texas.

Education
· University of Oklahoma, 1951-1953; 1955-1957 

· University of Tulsa College of Law, 1957-1961, Juris Doctor 

· University of Virginia School of Law, May 1988, LL.M. 
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Bruce E. Meyerson
Phoenix, Arizona

Synopsis
Bruce E. Meyerson is a full-time arbitrator, mediator, and ADR trainer in Phoenix, Arizona.  He is a graduate of the Georgetown University Law Center (1972) where he was an Editor of the Law Journal.  Mr. Meyerson began his career as the Executive Director of the Arizona Center for Law In the Public Interest.  He has served on the Arizona Court of Appeals and has been General Counsel of Arizona State University.  Prior to becoming a full-time neutral in 2000, Mr. Meyerson practiced commercial litigation for ten years in Phoenix with two private law firms.  

In his ADR practice, Mr. Meyerson regularly serves as an arbitrator and mediator.  Mr. Meyerson has served as an arbitrator in virtually all aspects of commercial, employment, construction, property damage and personal injury litigation, in cases ranging in value from $2,500 to $100,000,000.  
He teaches Arbitration, Mediation and Alternative Dispute Resolution at the Arizona State University College of Law.  He has been a Visiting Professor at the Pepperdine University Institute for Dispute Resolution where he taught Negotiation and Settlement Advocacy.  He was invited by the Institute to be one of a small group of mediators and arbitrators to present a program at its first-ever Masters Forum.  Mr. Meyerson has written extensively on the subject of alternative dispute resolution and writes a monthly feature article on ADR for The Daily Journal Corp., that appears in business law publications in four western states.  
He has served as the Chair of the State Bar of Arizona Committee on Alternative Dispute Resolution and served as the Chair of the Arizona Supreme Court ADR Advisory Committee for seven years. 
He is a member of the Center for Public Resources Ethics Commission and is the Chair of the ABA/CPR Joint Initiative examining ethical duties of lawyers representing clients in mediation. He is also a member of the Center for Public Resources At-Large Panel of Distinguished Neutrals and the Commercial and Employment Panels of the American Arbitration Association.
He is the Vice Chair of the American Bar Association Section of Dispute Resolution and leads an ABA task force examining standards for the use of ADR in resolving e-commerce disputes.  He is one of two attorney members of the Ninth Circuit Committee on Alternative Dispute Resolution Programs.
Education
· Georgetown University Law Center, 1972
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Robert J. Perovich
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Synopsis
Mr. Perovich’s service includes mediation, arbitration and serving as special master for civil disputes.  His service is available statewide.  Since limiting his service exclusively to alternative forms of dispute resolution in March 1997, he has mediated construction, engineering, negligence, personal injury, wrongful death, homeowner, malpractice, insurance, contract, accounting, real estate and business dissolution cases.  Many of the mediations have involved complex issues with multiple parties.  He has also served as arbitrator and special master primarily on construction disputes.  He is on the AAA panels for commercial mediations, construction mediations and construction arbitrations.  As of March 2000, he is serving as counsel to the law firm of Keleher & McLeod while also maintaining his mediation and arbitration practice. 
He has more than 16 years of complex civil litigation experience including contract claims, construction claims, professional malpractice, products liability, wrongful death, personal injury and premises liability.   He has experience in evaluating liability, damages, and costs in hundreds of cases.  He has participated in countless mediations since 1987, both as a mediator and as an attorney for one of the parties.  He has also served as a volunteer mediator in the First and Second Judicial Districts since the early 1990’s.  Prior to practicing law, he worked in various fields of civil engineering.

Professional Experience
· He has served as the arbitrator on approximately 15 disputes over a period of about 10 years.  He has arbitrated for the Second Judicial District Court (New Mexico), the American Arbitration Association (AAA), and for private parties.  He has arbitrated several multiple day construction arbitrations, the most recent of which was concluded in September 2000.  He has also represented parties on other arbitrations. 

· He has 20 years combined legal, mediation and arbitration experience.  Over the years he has been involved in disputes concerning construction issues, property losses, business losses, financial losses, subsistence claims, tribal issues, torts, insurance claims, subrogation, land valuation and personal injury. 
· He has also mediated over 100 cases in the past three years, which has given him a better sense of impartiality.
Special Training
Arbitration Training
· Training sponsored by the State Bar of New Mexico (2000) 

· The AAA (1999) 

· Previous AAA training and others
Construction Mediator Training
· AAA training 

Education
· BS Civil Engineering (U.N.M.), 1975 

· JD (U.N.M.), 1980 

· AAA construction arbitrator training and numerous others 
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William F. Riordan

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Synopsis
· Over ten years experience in mediations/arbitrations 

· Over 1,000 cases mediated or arbitrated 

Professional Experience
1987 – Current

Private Practice

· general civil practice representing plaintiffs and defendants 
· licensed to appear in all courts within the State of New Mexico 

1987 – 1990

Independent Counsel, City of Albuquerque

· reviewed internal affairs investigations into allegations of police misconduct 

· made non-binding recommendations to the Chief of Police 

1987


Acting Secretary of Correction
· appointed by the Governor and responsible for management of 11 institutions

1986


Chief Justice, New Mexico Supreme Court

1981 – 1986

Associate Justice, New Mexico Supreme Court

· author of numerous published opinions and non-published decisions 
· presided over oral arguments on case before the Court 
· served on various committees established by the Court 

1973 – 1980

District Court Judge, Second Judicial District

· presiding over civil, criminal and Children’s Court cases

1969 – 1971

Assistant District Attorney, Bernalillo County

· represented the County in criminal matters 
· tried numerous jury cases for crimes ranging from burglary to murder 

1969


Assistant Attorney General
· represented the State of New Mexico in both civil and criminal matters

Education
· J.D., University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico (1968) 

· B.B.A., University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New  Mexico (1965) 
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David K. Robinson

Las Vegas, Nevada

Synopsis
I have been an arbitrator since 1975. I was asked by a group from the bituminous coal industry to the bituminous coal industry and has and expanded. broadly since.  At the time of the request, I was a part time administrative law judge (hearing examiner) in safety and employment related work including employment discrimination in Utah and Nevada.  I haven’t recorded the number of arbitrations I have conducted but it is well over 300, each with a reasoned and written decision. My arbitrations have included workplace (employment-labor law) law, torts (personal injury/insurance), securities, real property (real estate), commercial, and contract matters. I am a long time member of the employment, real estate, and commercial panels of the American Arbitration Association (AAA); a long time panel member of Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS), and of Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolution (SPIDR). My private law practice emphasized these same areas of law.  I ended my active practice of law in the fall of 1995. Since, I am freed up far more time for alternative dispute resolution work, including private mediation under AAA.  I am an appellate mediator (a.k.a. settlement judge) for the Supreme Court of the State of Nevada.  Although I am active in arbitration and mediation and as a hearing examiner under the Clark County, Nevada and Nevada Service Employees Union (NSEU) program.  I respond quickly to accommodate the time needs of persons and firms needing professional, prompt, and neutral and unbiased alternative dispute resolution.  
My law practice emphasized commercial, tort (personal injury), business formation and representation, employment law (both management and employee), antitrust, securities, real estate (including community associations) and litigation in all these fields.
I have extensive experience in documentation and litigation in real property including appraisal and in community association law.  I taught contracts courses for Nevada Real Estate licensees in the early 90s. My tort and personal injury litigation experience underpins my insurance and subrogation law knowledge.   A knowledge of damages law (and equity law) is interwoven into all the fields I mention in this resume.  
I have expertise in labor and commercial negotiations. I experience a broad variety of legal matters in my assignments as an appellate mediator (a.k.a. settlement judge) for the Supreme Court of the State of Nevada.
Special Training
Arbitration
I am certified by AAA as an employment and commercial arbitrator.  My training derives from my many years as a hearing examiner, arbitrator, mediator, former trial lawyer and AAA training.  Seeing disputes from both the bench and the trial lawyer side is a magnificent educational advantage.

Education
· University of Washington - BS, 1949, Magna Cum Laude 

· University of Utah College of Law - JD, 1973 
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Leo M. Romero
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Synopsis
I arbitrated one case for the New Mexico District Court last year. The case involved a civil dispute arising from an automobile accident. I have also testified in the arbitration hearing to determine attorney fees for the lawyers representing the State of New Mexico in the Tobacco Litigation. The arbitration was held in New York City before three arbitrators.  

I should also mention that as Dean I had to resolve many disputes involving students, staff, and faculty. In many of these disputes, I essentially served as arbitrator. These resolutions were successful since none of these resolutions were ever appealed to the University administration. 
My expertise is more in the areas of procedure than in particular substantive law areas. Having taught Evidence, Trial Practice, and Advocacy, I am familiar with the different ways of resolving disputes, the procedural rules that govern the admissibility of evidence, and the rules that govern the process by which disputes are resolved in court or other proceedings. I am familiar with, but do not claim expertise in, the areas of tribal law, torts, insurance claims, subrogation, land valuation, and personal injury.
Professional Experience
1999 – Current

Regents’ Professor, University of New Mexico School of Law, Albuquerque, NM

1972 – Current

Professor of Law,  University of New Mexico School of Law

1991 – 1997

Dean, University of New Mexico School of Law

1989 – 1991

Associate Dean, University of New Mexico School of Law

Special Training
Arbitration
I have attended several alternative dispute resolution training sessions sponsored by the New Mexico State Bar. These sessions included training in arbitration and mediation. I have also taught law students about the different methods of resolving legal disputes, including negotiation, mediation, and arbitration. The Law School, in a required course called Advocacy, introduces students to methods of resolving disputes besides adversary litigation. I have taught this course many times, and I am therefore familiar with the literature regarding arbitration.

Education
· LL.M., Georgetown University Law Center, Washington, D.C., 1972 

· J.D., Washington University, St. Louis, MO, 1968 

· A.B., Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH, 1965 

Professional Affiliations
· Prettyman Fellow, Georgetown University Law Center, 1968-70 

· Editor-In-Chief, Washington University Urban Law Annual (now the Journal of Urban and Contemporary Law) 

· Associate Editor, Washington University Law Quarterly 
· Honor Scholar, Washington University School of Law, 1966-67
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Rozier E. Sanchez
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Synopsis
After 20 years of judicial service, retired in 1993 from the Second Judicial District, State of New Mexico.  Presently involved in Court assignments, mediation and arbitration and currently continue as Chairman of the New Mexico Judicial Training Advisory Committee.  Currently a member of the Federal Land Commission and occasionally sit when the Federal Government, under Eminent Domain, is involved in contested condemnation proceedings.  
A former member of the American Bar Association and currently a member of the New Mexico Bar Association and Albuquerque Bar Association.  Member of the Peer Review Committee, New Mexico Bar Association.  Formerly a member of the Board of Directors, chairman of the Lawyer Reference Committee and Red Mass Committee of the Albuquerque Bar Association.
Education
· Loyola University, Los Angeles with B.S. in Political Science 

· Georgetown Law Center, Washington, DC, Bachelor of Law in 1959 

· Georgetown Law Center, Washington, DC, Master of Law in 1960 

·  At Georgetown, was president of the Edward Douglas White Law Club as well as a staff member of the Res Ipsa Loquitur Law Newspaper. 

Professional Affiliations 
Georgetown Law Center
· President of the Edward Douglas White Law Club 

· Staff member of the Res Ipsa Loquitur Law Newspaper. 

Awards
· Outstanding Judge Award, presented by the Albuquerque Bar Association for "Outstanding contribution made to his profession", 1990 

· Distinguished Judicial Service Award presented by the New Mexico Bar Assoc., 1993 for "his long and exemplary service to the citizens of New Mexico" 

· State Bar of New Mexico Outstanding Contribution Award, 1994 

· New Mexico State Bar Professionalism Award, 2000 (highest honor bestowed by the Bar) for "his exceptional ethical and professional standards in his stellar legal career" 

· Further honored by having the Judicial Education Center at the University of New Mexico named the Rozier E. Sanchez Judicial Education Center. 
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Claudine R. Sattler
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Professional Experience
Current
· Attorney, Private Practice, Albuquerque, NM 

· Arbitration Associates, LLC (principal), Albuquerque, NM 

· Screenwriter 

Former
· Faculty, University of Phoenix, Albuquerque, NM 
· Attorney, Solicitor to the Courts of the Navajo Nation, Window Rock, AZ 
· Attorney, Private Practice, Denver, CO 
· Trial Attorney (insurance defense), Cleveland, Ohio 
· Attorney, Legal Aid Society, Cleveland, Ohio 

Education
· Juris Doctor:  Georgetown University, Washington, DC 
· Arbitration, mediation, settlement facilitation training (over 100 hours) 

Professional Affiliations
Current
· Member, Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee (State Bar of NM) 
· Member, Task Force on Providing Legal Service to the Poor (State Bar of NM) 
· Member, Phi Delta Phi Legal Fraternity 

Former
· Member, Mental Health Advisory Council of NM Protection and Advocacy System 
· Member, Board of Directors, NM Center for Dispute Resolution 
· Member, Task Force on Alternative Dispute Resolution to the Commission on the Courts, AZ 
· Contributing Editor, Alternatives:  Solving Disputes Outside the Courts by the Alternatives to Adversary Dispute Resolution Committee of the    Colorado Bar Association 
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Marsha Kostura Schmidt
Silver Spring, Maryland

Synopsis
Areas of Practice:
16 years experience in Indian law.

Expertise Includes:
Complex Litigation, class action case management, Indian timber and other resources management, Constitutional Law, Federal contracts, Gaming, Taxation, Jurisdiction, Treaty Rights, Tribal Government and Court Operations, Hunting and Fishing Rights; Land Claims; Boundary Disputes.

Professional Experience
Current


Consultant/Contract Attorney
· Contract attorney with law firms offering an expertise in Indian law. 

1994 – 2000

Special Partner, Hobbs, Straus, Dean & Walker, Washington, D.C. 
1994


Managing Partner
Currently under contract with firm to handle specifically assigned litigation projects

Selected Career Highlights
Mitchell v. United States



Major class action timber mismanagement case against the federal government filed in the Court of Federal Claims. Complex case with 17 claims totaling over $100 million covering timber pricing, timber regeneration, and management of Indian monies. Settled for $26 million. Supervised settlement distribution to class members and handled the resolution of class participant objections to settlement awards.
Menominee Tribe v. United States

Congressional Reference case, a rare special proceeding before the Court of Federal Claims. Ten claims against the government totaling $160 million for wrongful termination (federal action revoking recognition of tribal existence) of the Tribe and for mismanagement of the Tribe's timber and mill operations spanning fifty years. Also included claims for the taking of a highway easement. Settled for $32 million.

Miccosukee Tribe v. Florida DOT

Participated in mediation of land claims against the Florida DOT regarding highway easements and the taking of fill from tribal land for use in highway construction.

Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium v. Indian Health Service
Mediated a final settlement between tribal health provider and government agency in breach of contract claim involving the loss of business start up costs and construction expenses.

St. Regis Mohawk Tribe v. New York

Currently assist with strategy and creation of alternative remedies and solutions in mediation of tribal land claims.

Alaska v. BLM

Represented Indian Community in boundary dispute with State of Alaska which affected tribal fishing rights.  Case eventually solved by Congressional intervention.
Special Training
· Negotiation and Mediation, Georgetown University Law Center, 1998 

· Grant Writing Seminar, 1999 
Education
· George Washington University Law School, 1984, Juris Doctor with Honors 

· University of Pittsburgh, B.A. in Philosophy and in Speech, 1981, Magna Cum Laude. 
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Timothy M. Sheehan
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Synopsis
Substantial experience as arbitrator and mediator in a wide variety of construction disputes, including claims for delay damages, design defects, change order disputes, construction defects and payment disputes.  Experienced in arbitrating and mediating commercial disputes. 

More than 25 years as a construction lawyer practicing in New Mexico.  Practice in construction law, primarily representing general contractors (building, highway and public works), owners (public and private) and design professional firms.  Involved in a wide range of construction disputes, including bid protests, change orders, defective specifications, differing site conditions, delay damages and licensing matters.  As adjunct Professor at University of New Mexico Engineering School and School of Law, teaches construction law.
Professional Experience
1974 – Current

President, Director, Shareholder, Sheehan, Sheehan & Stelzner, P.A.

· Attorney - Construction, Commercial Law

Special Training
Alternative Dispute Resolution
· AAA Construction Arbitrator II Training, San Francisco 02/01 

· AAA Construction Arbitrator Training Workshop, Phoenix, 11/96 

· AAA Advanced Arbitrator Training, Phoenix, 4/94 

· Academy of Attorney Mediators, Mediator Training, Albuquerque, 12/93 

· AAA Construction Mediation Training, Atlanta, 10/93 

Education
· University of New Mexico; BA, Economics -1971 

· University of Michigan; JD-1973 

Publications
· New Mexico Construction Law, Butterworth Legal Publishers, 1987 
· New Mexico Construction Law, Professional Education System, Ins., 1993 
· Construction Law in New Mexico, New Mexico Law Institute, 1996 
· New Mexico Construction Law:  What Do You Do When...?, National Business Institute, Inc., 1987 
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Robert D. Taichert
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Synopsis
Robert D. Taichert is a native of Santa Fe, New Mexico, and has been an arbitrator for the American Arbitration Association for more than 25 years.  His arbitration experience includes a wide variety of cases.  He was notably the sole arbitrator in a basic software computer license dispute in 1978 between two then small computer companies -- MITS and Microsoft, in which Microsoft was awarded its Basic source code.  He has served as sole arbitrator and on panels with arbitrators in a variety of disputes in the areas of construction, health care, environmental, insurance, legal, medical and architects malpractice, contract, intellectual property, manufacturing, banking, trusts and estates, real estate and others. 

His activities as a mediator and arbitrator over the last eight years have included matters in a wide range of areas, including banking, corporations, contracts, construction, personal injury, insurance, medical malpractice, architectural and legal professional liability, wills, estates and trusts, employment, fiduciary obligations, environmental, intellectual property, health care, and others.  He has also been active as an advocate for clients in mediation and arbitration in a variety of disputes.  Mr. Taichert is a member of the Large Complex Case Panel of the American Arbitration Association, on the Commercial and Construction Industry Arbitrators panels and the Mediators panel of the American Arbitration Association for New Mexico and a faculty member of the Attorney-Mediator Institute.
Mr. Taichert speaks, reads and writes Spanish.
Special Training
Alternative Dispute Resolution
· AAA’S 3-day mediation course, August 1992 

· Two-day AAA Advanced Mediator Training Course, October 1994 

· Two-day AAA-sponsored International ADR Orientation Program for NAFTA and other International Disputes in Las Cruces, New Mexico, October 1994 

· Annual meetings of the Large Complex Case Panel of the AAA, 1995 and 1996 

· A Three-day Basic Mediator Training course given by the Attorney Mediators Institute in Albuquerque, January 1996 

· Three-day ALI-ABA Advanced Alternative Dispute Resolution Program in San Francisco, January 1996 

· Advanced AAA Mediation course in San Francisco, April 1998 

· AAA Neutral’s Retreat in Orlando, Florida, October 1998, including one day “Honing Mediation Skills” and one day “Construction Industry Arbitrator Training Workshop” 

· AAA Large Complex Case Panel Retreat and Training Session in Scottsdale, Arizona October 14-16, 1999 

· ALI-ABA Alternative Dispute Resolution Program October 26 and 27, 2000.
Education
· New Mexico Military Institute 

· University of New Mexico 

· Harvard Law School 
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John E. Thorson
Oakland, California

Synopsis
Due to a family move, I have recently resigned as Special Master for the Arizona general stream adjudication.  I was appointed to this position in 1990 by the Arizona Supreme Court.  In the capacity of Special Master, I have been involved in determining the water rights of almost 27,000 parties-Indian tribes, cities, government agencies, utilities, irrigation districts, and many individual ranchers and farmers.  The Arizona water adjudication is the largest civil case ever litigated in Arizona (other than class actions).  As Special Master, I have decided countless factual and legal issues-many of great complexity.  I am especially proud of the quality of the written opinions I have authored over the past decade.  
I have also served as judge pro tempore for the Arizona Superior Court, hearing civil, criminal, juvenile, and family law cases.  When I practiced law in New Mexico, I served as chair of the Bernalillo County Labor Relations Board, deciding cases involving public sector labor disputes. 
For almost twenty years, I have been engaged in legal and policy issues concerning natural resources and the environment-especially water.  I have chaired the Water Resources Committee of the American Bar Association (ABA) and now serve on the governing council of the 12,000-member ABA Section on Environment, Energy and Resource Law.  
In my legal and judicial work, I have emphasized settlements (especially Indian water right settlements) as meaningful alternatives to litigation; and I have published and spoken frequently on settlement processes.  As Special Master, I have also become proficient in managing complex litigation.  Since many of the matters before me involve Indian tribes, I have become knowledgeable in many areas of Indian law, especially those involving tribal natural resources and tribal-state court jurisdiction.
Special Training
Judicial, Arbitration and ADR
· I am admitted to practice law in four states [Arizona, New Mexico (inactive), Montana, and California (inactive)], numerous federal courts, and the United States Supreme Court. 

· Complex case management, settlement, and alternative dispute resolution training through the Arizona Judicial College, the National Judicial College, the Harvard Law School, and other organizations.
Education
· Law Degree, Boalt Hall, University of California at Berkeley in 1973 

· Doctorate in Public Administration, University of Southern California in 1992 

· BA, University of New Mexico in 1970 
Professional Affiliations
Served as note and comment editor of the law review, Boalt Hall, University of California at Berkeley
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NOTICE: Do not contact the arbitrators directly. When you have selected the person who you would like to arbitrate your case, mail the selection form to the Arbitration Administrator for Cerro Grande Claims (AACGC) at FEMA Headquarters, 500 C Street, SW, Suite 214, Washington, DC 20472 or email it to cindy.mazur@fema.gov. For more information, see FEMA’s Arbitration Guidelines for the Cerro Grande Fires.
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