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PROGRAMMATIC CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION (PCE-1378-1)
PLACEMENT OF TEMPORARY EMERGENCY HOUSING ON 

PRIVATE RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY OR SUITABLE COMMERCIAL SITES

FEMA-1378-DR-WV
Human Services Program

As a result of heavy rains on July 8, 2000 flash flooding occurred in eight counties of West Virginia to further extend the damage already suffered in the state. The hardest hit areas include Boone, Doddridge, Fayette, McDowell, Mercer, Raleigh, Summers and Wyoming Counties. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) reopened the incident period under a Presidential disaster declaration dated June 3, 2001 (FEMA-1378-DR-WV) to provide continuing Federal assistance to areas of West Virginia designated as major disaster areas. The Governor of the State of West Virginia has requested assistance under FEMA’s Individual Assistance Program (IA) for placement of emergency temporary housing, to include travel trailers or manufactured housing, on private residential property or suitable commercial manufactured housing or trailer sites.  The purpose of the Programmatic Categorical Exclusion (PCE) is to expedite the process for compliance with applicable Federal laws and regulations for temporary placement of travel trailers or manufactured housing units on individual private residential or suitable commercial sites.

The proposed activities are required to provide emergency temporary housing for disaster victims who have been displaced from their residences.  The placement of travel trailers or temporary manufactured housing is authorized on an existing improved site. New or undeveloped sites are not covered by this PCE.

The actions proposed under this Programmatic Categorical Exclusion must comply with the following conditions:

a) Must not have an adverse effect of the quality of the human environment;

b) Must meet all applicable state, county and local utility hookup and housing codes and standards;

c) Must obtain and comply with all necessary permits, codes and standards;

d) Must be placed on an existing developed site; and

e) Must have access to existing services, including but not limited to electric, water and sewer.

This Programmatic Categorical Exclusion may not be used for projects that involve extraordinary circumstances as described in 44 CFR Part 10.8(d)(3), and/or other circumstances that would require additional environmental documentation, including the following:

1. If during the placement of temporary housing it appears that a previously unidentified property may be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, or a known historical property will be affected in an unexpected manner, the West Virginia State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) shall be immediately notified.  FEMA or the West Virginia Office of Emergency Services (OES) may require the project applicant to stop activities in the vicinity of the discovery, and will require the project applicant to take all reasonable measures to avoid or minimize harm to the property until consultation with the SHPO is concluded.  This requirement pertains to structures as well as archeological and cultural resources;

2. Long-term effects associated with the destruction or modification to wetlands or the direct or indirect support of construction in wetlands (Executive Order 11990);

3. Short or long-term effects associated with occupancy of, or modification to floodplains, and the direct and indirect support of floodplain development (Executive Order 11988);

4. Any known hazardous or toxic material;

5. Significant change, addition and/or supplement to the placement of temporary emergency housing which would alter the pre-existing condition of any site, including additional work not funded by FEMA but performed substantially at the same time, will require resubmission to FEMA for re-evaluation under the National Environmental Policy Act and other applicable environmental and historic preservation laws.

CONCLUSION:

FEMA Region III has determined in advance that activities associated with the placement of emergency temporary housing that meets the above conditions qualify for this Programmatic Categorical Exclusion.  These projects meet the criteria defined in 44 CFR Part 10.8(d)(2)(xix)(D), which cover the following:

“Temporary Housing (Section 408) except locating multiple mobile homes or other readily fabricated dwellings on sites, other than private residences, not previously used for such purposes.”

FEMA has determined that these projects would have minimal or no effect on natural resources or the human environment.  In accordance with FEMA’s regulations 44 CFR Part 10.8 these projects are categorically excluded from the need to prepare either an environmental assessment or an environmental impact statement.

The actions identified in this project have been reviewed, and to the best of our knowledge, do not have potential for significant cumulative impact when the proposed action is combined with other past, present and reasonably foreseeable future actions, even though the impacts of the proposed action may not be significant by themselves, in accordance with 44 CFR Part 10.8 (d)(3)(x). 
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