Federal Emergency Management Agency

Evaluating High Wind Refuge Area Workshop

Until recently, there has not been detailed guidance available to assist facility owners and design professionals with the selection and evaluation of high wind refuge areas (areas used as evacuation areas during tornado events) in non-residential buildings.   Following the devastating May 1999 tornados in Oklahoma and Kansas, and with the release of FEMA Publication 361, Design and Construction of Guidance for Community Shelters, detailed guidance is now available in the form of an evaluation checklist.  To assist with the use of the checklist, FEMA will offer a one-day Evaluating High Wind Refuge Areas workshop.  
The workshop will provide the training and tools needed to evaluate potential tornado refuge areas and select the best alternatives.  The evaluation is a multi-hazard approach that considers wind, flood, and seismic hazards, and is based on the refuge area evaluation checklist that is included in the FEMA’s Design and Construction Guidance for Community Shelters publication. 

The primary focus of the workshop is the evaluation of refuge areas for facilities with large numbers of people, such as schools, nursing homes, and commercial facilities.  While a background in building science is helpful, individuals without a technical background will gain valuable insights as well.  Past participants have included architects, engineers, school administrators, facility managers and emergency management personnel.  

Three workshops are planned the summer of 2002 in Kansas City, MO; Wichita, KS; and Des Moines, IA.   Workshop dates and locations have not been determined, so check back for more information.  

For additional information about the workshop, contact Bob Franke at (816) 283-7073 or bob.franke@fema.gov.  For additional information about residential and non-residential tornado shelters, visit the FEMA web site at www.fema.gov/mit/saferoom/.  

This workshop is open to all applicants without regard to race, color, religion, gender, national origin, disability, or age.
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