FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE” 

This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials program personnel up to date in the areas of exercises, training, counter terrorism, radiological, Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, Chemical-Biological hazards  and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.

This update is for the period of 07-1-00 to 9-30-00.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“Time is not measured by the years we live, but by the deeds we do and the joys we give.”     Helen Steiner Rice

WEB PAGE HIGHLIGHT (YOUR ADDITIONS ARE WELCOME)

Academy of Certified Hazardous Materials Managers

www.achmm.org  

ACHMM has 60 chapters and over 6,000 members in 38 states and several territories.  Their Vision states, “The Academy of Certified Hazardous Materials Managers envisions a world where the natural environment is unburdened by pollution, workers are exposed only to healthy and safe conditions, and hazardous materials are used and transported safely and efficiently.”  There is a news and announcement section, activities, resources, and more information on the organization and their upcoming conference in Portland, Oregon later this year.  Thank you to Joe Chandler, FEMA Region VII for this suggestion.                

                              SERC, LEPC, AND RRT MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
October 4 in Oak Harbor, WA.  In conjunction with the Washington State Emergency Managers Association.
OREGON
July 28, 2000, Warm Springs Reservation,

LEPC meeting.  0830 - 1200
IDAHO
As Needed, Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 334 3263

ALASKA
7-18 & 19-2000  Anchorage


10-24 & 25-00   Fairbanks


1-16 & 17-01     Anchorage


4-17 & 18-01     Juneau

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
9-12 & 13, TBA, Probably Portland


12-5 & 6,  TBA, Probably Seattle

AK-RRT
TBA

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

7-10 to 7-13-00
HazMat On-Scene

WSP at Shelton

Aloha Watson




Incident Commander




360 753 0435

7-14-00

Emergency Responder 
Puget Sound Energy

Lynn 425-462-3455




Training


in Tacoma

7-17-00

     “                “

Puget Sound Energy

     “               “








in Seattle

7-19-00

     “               “

Puget Sound Energy

     “               “








in Issaquah

7-18 to 20, 00
Introduction to 

WA Emergency Mngt
Rosanne Garrand




Emergency Management
at Tri-Cities


1-800-562-6108

7-18-00

Intro to ICS


Twin Falls, ID

          bds@bds.state.id.us 7-20-00

Introduction to HazMat
Ft. Richardson, AK

b_fisher@ak-\












prepared.com

7-22 to 7-26-00
Rope Rescue


Snohomish County DEM
Chris Colmore








FEE CHARGED

425-423-7635

7-24 to 27-00

HazMat On-Scene 

WSP Training


Aloha Watson




Command


Center, Shelton

360 753 0435

7-31 to 8-4-00
HazMat Technician

WSP at Fire Training
Aloha Watson








Center, North Bend, WA
360 753 0435

8-8 to 8-9-00

Emergency Response to
WSP at Fire Training 
John Farrow




Terrorism: Tactical

Academy, North Bend, 
360-753-0498




Considerations: HazMat
          WA

PLEASE NOTE, THERE IS A DATE CHANGE FOR THE CLASS UNDERLINED ABOVE, THE NEW DATES ARE AUGUST 24 AND 25

8-10-00

Responding to Chlorine
WSP at Fire Training
Aloha Watson




Emergencies


Academy, North Bend, WA
360 753 0435

8-14 to 8-18-00
HazMat Chemistry

Snohomish County DEM
Chris Colmore








Taught by WSP

425-423-7635

8-15 to 8-16-00
Emergency Response to
WSP at Fire Training
John Farrow




Terrorism: Tactical

Academy, North Bend,
360-753-0498




Considerations: 

WA




Emergency Medical Services

8-17 to 8-18-00
Emergency Response to
WSP at Fire Training
John Farrow




Terrorism: Tactical

Academy, North Bend,
360-753-0498




Considerations: Company
          WA




Officer

8-21 to 8-25-00
Exercise Design &

Oregon Emergency

503-378-2911

8-22 to 8-25-00
HazMat Ops level TTT
WSP at Shelton

Aloha Watson












360 753 0435

8-28 to 8-31-00
HazMat On-Scene

WSP at Shelton

Aloha Watson




Incident Commander




360 753 0435

9-8-00


Emergency Responder 
Puget Sound Energy

Lynn 425 462 3455




Training


in Tacoma

9-11-00

     “               “

Puget Sound Energy

     “               “








in Seattle



9-12-00

ICS/EOC Interface

WA State DEM at

Chris Colmore




8 Hr class


Snohomish County

425-423-7635

9-13-00

     “               “

Puget Sound Energy

     “               “








in Issaquah

9-12 to 9-13-00
Emergency Response to
WSP at Fire Training
John Farrow




Terrorism: Tactical

Academy, North Bend,
360-753-0498




Considerations: Company
            WA




Officer

9-14-00

Basic Incident Command
Snohomish County 

Chris Colmore




System, 8 Hr


Emergency Mngt, WA
425-423-7635

9-14 to 9-15-00
Emergency Response to
WA. State Patrol at

John Farrow




Terrorism: Tactical 

Fire Training Academy
360 753 0498

Considerations:

North Bend, WA 

Emergency Medical Services

9-21 TO 9-22-00
Emergency Response to 
WA State Patrol at

John Farrow




Terrorism:  Tactical

Fire Training Academy
360 753 0498




Considerations:  

North Bend, WA




Hazardous Materials

9-26-00

Introduction to ICS

Bonners Ferry, ID

bds@bds.state.id.us 

9-26-00

Bio-Terrorism & 

Snohomish County, WA
Chris Colmore




Influenza Pandemic

Emergency Mngt, with
425-423-7635




1000-1130



Snohomish Health District

HOME STUDY COURSE HIGHLIGHT

IS 3    RADIOLOGICAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:  This course contains information on a variety of radiological topics, including:  Fundamental principles of radiation, Nuclear threat and protective measures, Nuclear power plants, Radiological transportation accidents and other radiological hazards. To order or take the course online, see  www.fema.gov/emi/crslist.htm 






EXERCISES

7-8-00                      City of Eugene and surrounding districts

Chief Ruth Obadal  

                                full scale wild land/urban interface fire.

(503) 682 7114

                                Evaluators and simulators needed.


7-12-00                    North Slope Mutual Aid Drill Training

Larry Iwamoto

                                for Drill participants, classroom &


Seminar, In Anchorage                         Larry_Iwamoto@envircon.state.ak.us

7-14-00
Deployment exercise, ARCO Cherry Point,
Bill Pattenaude, (360)


Blaine, WA





371 1216

7-27-00
LAB Drill for WNP2 and Oregon at
Corvallis

“               “

8-14 – 18-00
Dingo Dawn, Bangor Sub base, WA.  Command   
Eleanor Castle FEMA


Post Exercise.




425 487 4697

8-16 & 17-00
Tabletop and deployment.  Portland, OR

USCG LTJG Curt


USCG MSO. Includes Hazardous Material

Van Hauter (503)


And Oil Spill response.



247 4013

8-25-00
Deployment exercise, Naval Air Station

Jim Johnston (360)


Whidbey Island, WA




257 4430

9-12 to 13-00
WNP2, Full scale Ingestion exercise for

Larry Moore, FEMA


WA & OR counties near WNP2


425 487 4743

9-13-00
Deployment Exercise, Yellowstone


Kim Barre (509)


Pipeline, Spokane, WA



536 8414

9-22-00
Deployment exercise, ARCO Cherry Point
Bill Pattenaude, (360)


Blaine, WA





371-1216

YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES ARE WELCOME AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.
MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

      Upcoming conferences

Responding to Acts of Terrorism, An In-Depth Summit for Emergency Responders.   July 10-12, 2000 at the Kellogg Conference Center, Washington, DC.  Covers Evidence gathering, proper on-scene procedures, detailing an advanced emergency plan, evaluating and understanding PPE, sustaining preparedness and case studies.  See www.nigi.org/h0116.htm or call 888 670 8200 for brochure.

SECURITY TECHNOLOGIES FOR SCHOOL SAFETY.  Dallas Hyatt Regency Hotel at DFW Airport July 26 – 28, 00.  www.sstar-sandia.com or call Bonita at (505) 845 9549.

ANNUAL ACHMM CONFERENCE

August 13 – 16, Jantzen Beach Oregon, more to follow as it becomes available.  There will be 

a large spill drill associated with this conference.  See their website at www.achmm.org. 

Association of Contingency Planners, International Symposium.   August 14 – 16, 2000 in Seattle.  Call (425) 865 2797 or visit the website at, www.acp-wa-state.org/symposium  

Asia Pacific Conference on Disaster Medicine;   University of British Columbia, Canada.  First time in North America.  September 27 –30, 2000.   Contact: 604-822-6002.

POTPOURRI

1) An interesting observation I picked up at a recent conference pertaining to HazMat, “For every action there is an equal and opposite reaction, our job is to figure out what the reaction will be”.  Sounds like sound advice to me.

2) If you have ever wondered what GIS could do for you, there are two sites you might check out.  A good article on GIS use after a tornado is found at www.govtech.net/news.phtml?docid=2000.03.31-1025000000000099.  Another actual map is from the recent fires in New Mexico.  Go to www.mapinfo.com/losalamos.  Once there type in Villa Road for the address and “36th Street” for the cross street.  Then, push the “find” button and you can navigate from there.

3) Burlington Northern And Santa Fe Railway Company will be offering training in Washington, Oregon and Idaho this year and next.  According to their material, the training will provide, “…fire, police and EMS personnel with the ability to enter and exit passenger train coaches via emergency door and windows, as well as a complete understanding of the functions, duties and responsibilities of all On-Board personnel.”  The class will be designed for one day, 7 – 8 hours, with at least 2.5 hours hands-on.  The class will be certified and contain a 20 question pass/fail test.  There will be no cost for this class to the participants.  This training is as prescribed by 49 CFR 239.  The class is also designed as a “Train-the-trainer” so those that attend can take the information back to their departments.  The hosting agency will be required to provide a classroom, audio-visual equipment and copies of the handouts.  The only confirmed date this year is Auburn, WA September 18 – 22.  The other tentative dates are; Spokane August 28 & 29, Pasco August 31, Vancouver September 5 and 6, and Portland September 11 to 15.  As I get more information on this, I will pass it along.  By the way, this training will be accompanied by a several car training prop.  Sound Transit will be the training agency.

4) If you have chlorine in your community, or if it comes through your community, do you have Chlorine A,B and C kits available?  A is for 150 pound containers, B is for 1 ton containers and C is for rail cars.  A pre-positioned kit at strategic locations could save time and life.  Work with your LEPC to ensure that the proper kit is available and ready for use.

5) BODY CHEMISTRY; ever wonder what doctors are testing for in those blood samples.  Here are two more examples and an explanation.  More to follow in future issues.  CHLORIDE;  Chloride concentration in your body is generally determined by its sodium concentration.  In most cases the causes of increased or decreased chloride levels are the same as for increased or decreased sodium concentration.  GLUCOSE; Glucose is the major energy source for your body.  Sugars and other carbohydrates in your diet are the primary sources of glucose.  The body converts excess carbohydrate into fat, which your body can convert into energy supplying substances as needed.  Elevated glucose levels are associated with untreated diabetes.  Low levels of glucose can be caused by excessive insulin use or excretion.  

6) Department of obscure, obtuse and obfuscated (& possibly redundant) HazMat Acronyms;  BOR = Bureau of Reclamation.  BRC = Below Regulatory Concern.  COTP = Captain of the Port.     CRC = Coastal Resource Coordinator.  CUPA = Certified Unified Program Agency (?).

7) The Transportation Emergency Preparedness Program (TEPP) CD mentioned in the last edition of the UPDATE is free for the asking.  I did not make this very clear in the June issue.  The numbers listed in the June issue are the ones you would use to ask for a copy of this excellent program.

8) Some good websites, courtesy of Ruth Ellen Schellhouse of the LEPC Information Exchange.

A) www.co.mo.md.us/dfrs/healthinfo A good website devoted to health issues for first responders.

B) www.bloomington.in.us/~lepc/kids.html.  A good site for kids from Monroe County, Indiana
C) www.lepc.org/kids/kids.html.  Another good site for kids from Delaware County, Pennsylvania.
D) www.lepc.org/kids/lessons/3-5/pdf/Grades35.pdf.  Actual curriculum guides for grades 3 to 5.
E) www.lepc.org/kids/lessons/7-8/pdf/Grades7-8.pdf.  Same as above, but for grades 7 and 8.
F) http://members.xoom.com/911home/Needs.htm.  An example of outreach to those with special needs such as the elderly.
G) www.scwvcap.org/kidspage.htm.  Yet another example of an LEPC designed page for kids and HazMat.
H) www.aapcc.org/hangman.htm .  The next three are games for kids provided by the American Association of Poison Control Centers.
I) www.aapcc.org/Hangman/hangman.html.  Hangman with clues.
J) www.aapcc.org/wordfind2.htm.  Word finder game.  
9) Also a little bit of information from the same source as above.  I have talked about MTBE before, but what has been added is that the EPA now says that spilled MTBE , and gasoline containing MTBE, the MTBE dissolves and spreads readily in the groundwater underlying a spill site, resists bio-degradation, and is difficult and costly to remove from groundwater.  Low levels of MTBE can render drinking water supplies unpotable due to its offensive taste and odor. 

10)   One other item received from the LEPC Information Exchange is a Power Point presentation on Intermodal Containers.  This is a 65 slide presentation from the Dallas Fire Department.  If you would like this, let me know and I will email it.  

11) NOTICE THE NEW LOGO ON THE FRONT PAGE?  You have heard me talk a little bit about CHER-CAP in the past.  If you would like more information on the program, here is your link, www.fema.gov.  From the main page, look for the heading, “HazMat Emergency Response Program Expanded”.  If you know of a community that would like to be involved, have them contact their State Emergency Management HazMat contact.  I have given presentations to all the states (with the exception of Idaho and that will be done in September at their LEPC conference in Sun Valley) and both RRTs.  I am also available for any community in Region X to give a presentation to explain the program.  If you would like any more information, please contact me at the numbers given on the front page.  

12)   For those of you who think you have heard it all in the area of HazMat, read on. From the 1999 Darwin awards for the person(s) who died in the stupidest way comes the following.  “(Bloomberg News Service) A terrible diet and a room with no ventilation are being blamed for the death of a man who was killed by his own gas.  There was no mark on his body but an autopsy showed large amounts of methane gas in his system.  His diet had consisted primarily of beans and cabbage (and a couple of other things).  It was just the right combination of foods.  It appears that the man died in his sleep from breathing the poisonous cloud that was hanging over his bed.  Had he been outside or had his windows been opened, it wouldn’t have been fatal.  But the man was shut up in his near airtight bedroom.  According to the article, ‘He was a big man with a large capacity for creating this deadly gas’.  Three of the rescuers got sick and one was hospitalized.”  Use those SCBAs!.

13) As of 7-3-00 all NEW power units for trucking companies must display both the legal name of the trucking company and the USDOT number on both sides of the unit.  Prior to this older units need only the old ICC number and the name.  ALL power units will have to be so marked by 7-5-05 and those who were with the old ICC system must change by 7-3-02.  The new regulation is in the June 2 Federal Register.

14) Dursban, a widely used pesticide made by Dow and five other companies will be eliminated from nearly all household uses.  This is in agreement with the wishes of the EPA.  This ban is due, primarily, because of the danger this product poses to children.  There are several dates for elimination and control of this product, and those may be found at www.epa.gov/pesticides. 

15) Are you aware of the, “States - British Columbia Oil Spill Task Force”.  This is an organization designed to improve oil spill response.  It is headquartered in Portland and serves California, Oregon, Washington, British Columbia and Alaska (sorry, no Idaho).  They do provide a quarterly newsletter.  For more information Jean Cameron the Task Force Executive Coordinator at 503-229-5720 or email at Cameron.jean@deq.state.or.us or website at www.env.gov.bc.ca/eeeb/taskforc/tfhome.htm. 

16) The Safety-Kleen Corporation has filed for Chapter 11.  If this company is on your list of contractors for hazardous materials clean up, you may wish to make adjustments, or at least be aware of the situation.  

17) Booby traps.  Information from U.S. Customs, Border Patrol and National Guard sources say that the dashboard compartments of vehicles smuggling narcotics may be designed to cause harm if and when you happen to be involved in searching for these drugs.  The device, which put nails and bolts in the air bag area, is designed to activate when the dash area is being searched.  Be very careful of any extra wiring in the das area.  

VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs

CD HM50/139


TEPP Transportation Emergency 

Preparedness program The CD to go along 

with the course I mentioned above in 

number 7 of the Potpourri section.  Includes 

Drills, needs assessment, resources, model 

plans and so forth for radiological incidents. 

CD   HM50/145


NIOSH Pocket Guide to Chemical Hazards.  

In addition, this CD has the IDLH 

concentrations, NIOSH certified Equipment 

List, NIOSH manual for Analytical Methods, 

Recommendations for Chemical Protective 

Clothing, Specific Medical Tests, and a 

Toxicologic Review of Selected Chemicals.

CD   HM50/141


Bilingual Hazardous Materials General 

Awareness Training Program, Volumes I – 

VII. English and Spanish.  From the US 

DOT.

CD   HM50/142


National Transportation Atlas Database 

1999. From Bureau of Transportation 

Statistics.  To utilize this disc fully, you need to have a GIS system.  The data on this disc supports research, analysis and decision making across all modes of transportation.

CD   HM50/143


MSDS Database.   A three CD set of 

information.

CD   HM50/144


CFRs.  All 50 CFRs on two CDs.

Video TER10/07


Gems From EENET, Terrorism Update, 7-       

28-99. Originally aired on 12-19-96.  This is  

an update of the first video.

Video TER10/17


Gems From EENET.  Emergency Response to 

Terrorist Incidents.  Originally aired on 10-

2-97, this is an update from 5-10-00

Video EMDIS110/11.IV.5

National Alert series from 5-17-00.  This 

one has segments on CERT exercises, The 

Missing Link in HazMat Training (combining 

public and private HazMat teams), Training 

section on WMD, Fire Fighting in Israel, 

Meeting the Challenge (Women as First 

Responders.

Video HM50/139


CHER-CAP 2000, The Future in HazMat 

Response.  This 9 minute video will give the 

viewer an overview of the CHER-CAP 

program.

Video HM50/146


CHER-CAP Promotional Video done by Bell 

Helicopter.  Tells about their experience 

with CHER-CAP.

Video EMDIS110/11.IV.4

National Alert Series.  From 4-19-00.  

Among other items, there is a segment 

called, “When Minutes Count.”  This concerns 

the drop in volunteerism and it’s affect on 

civic groups.  This will show efforts to help 

in recruiting.

Video HM50/156


Get Out and Stay Alive.  16 minute video and 

guide from the US Fire Administration.  

Aimed a college residence fires.

Video REP60/06


US DOE, Transportation Safeguards

Division.  “An Orientation for Law 

Enforcement Organizations 2000”  15.5 

minutes.  Public safety use only.  Concerns 

vehicles carrying nuclear material.

Book HM50/155


Chemical and Biological Terrorism, Research 

and Development to Improve Civilian Medical 

Response.  From Institute of Medicine, 

National Research Council, 1999.  264 pages.

Book HM50/154


Toxic Terror, Assessing Terrorist Use of 

Chemical and Biological Weapons.  Jonathan 

B. Tucker, Editor,  2000,  289 pages.

HazMat TEAM PROFILE

This feature is taking the month off, hopefully, it will return next month.  If you would like to profile your HazMat team, please let me know and I will be glad to work with you in preparing the profile.  
TERRORISM

NOTES

1) Glossary of terms: terrorism related.  ACETYLCHOLINE;  a chemical neurotransmitter produced by nerve cells acting as a chemical “messenger” to stimulate the heart, skeletal muscles, and numerous secretory glands.  ACETYLCHOLINESTERASE;  An enzyme that normally hydrolyzes the neurotransmitter acetylcholine, thereby stopping its activity, but can be inhibited by organophosphates, carbamates and certain other “nerve agents”.  AEROBIC;  capable of living and growing only in the presence of free oxygen.  ANTHRAX;  a rod shaped aerobic bacteria Bacillus anthracis which is spore producing and exists in three forms; the pulmonary form is usually 100% lethal.  ATROPINE;  Therapeutic drug used as an antidote for nerve agents, is very effective in blocking the effects of excess acetylcholine.

2) WMD ACRONYMS:  AC = Military designation for blood agent hydrogen cyanide.  AMC =  (DoD)  Army material Command.  AMS = (DoE) Aerial measuring system.  ARAC = (DoE) atmospheric release advisory capability.  ARG = (DoE)  Accident response group.

3) Available from your local FBI office is a new report, “Terrorism in the United States, 1998.”  It was produced by the Counter terrorism Threat Assessment and Warning Unit, National Security Division.  This is a good summary of what has happened and well worth the effort to get a copy and read it as well as keep it for a reference.  Talks about individual incidents investigated by the FBI, both here and abroad.

4) A nut for every cause and a cause for every nut.  Now we have, “special interest terrorists”, and one example is the biotech extremist.  Portland, Oregon has a company who develops genetically engineered grass for golf courses.  Well, the Anarchist Golfing Association does not approve of this and as a result vandalized the company to the tune of  $300,000 to $500,000 damage and the loss of years of research.  Somehow, I do not think even genetically engineered grass will help my golf game.

5) Flawed Gas Masks.  Should you know of anyone who uses the new M40 military gas mask, you should be aware that of the 19,322 masks tested in 1999, 10,322 had critical defects.  These defects would now allow the wearer to be properly protected.  From what I have seen, most of the defects were due to poor maintenance.  The lesson here applies to all of us who use respirators of any type, maintenance is critical!

6) Two publications from NIJ (National Institute of Justice).  A)  A Guide for Explosion and Bombing Scene Investigation, June 2000.  This report outlines the tasks that should be considered at every explosion scene, focusing on those related to the identification, collection and preservation of evidence.   B)  Fire and Arson Scene Investigation: A Guide for Public Safety Personnel.  Outlines basic procedures for fire scene documentation and evidence collection.  June 2000.   Both are available for downloading at; www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij.  If you do not have the capability to download, I have copies available.  

7) Copies available, if needed, “Countering the Changing Threat of International Terrorism”, Report of the National Commission on Terrorism, June 2000.

8) Remember the problem with the “small percentage”  of Chem-Bio suits that were flawed and delivered to the Army/ Now it appears that all of the 778,924 suits delivered were potentially flawed.  Since several of the officials of the company that manufactured the garments were sentenced to jail terms, we will hopefully be looking for a new contractor.  The manufacturing company was called Isratex.

9) A website to check out.  www.nlectc.org/ccfp.  “The National Institute of Justice (NIJ) through the Joint Program Steering Group, is providing funding to Sandia National Laboratories (SNL) to establish a Center for Civil Force Protection (CCFP).  The Center will provide physical security counter terrorism assistance to state and local law enforcement agencies, other organizations within state and local governments and private industry.  While SNL itself would initially provide the bulk of the assistance, the longer-term strategy is to from relationships with other organizations to make available their complimentary counter terrorism expertise through the CCFP as a one-stop shop.  Requests for assistance from the CCFP are welcome and can be made at 1-800-577-4849”









































































