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FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE”


This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials program personnel and other interested persons, up to date in the areas of exercises, training, counter terrorism, radiological, Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, Chemical-Biological hazards, and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.

Volume 3, #10
REQUEST

Today, September 11, 2001, I would request that each of us in our own way pray for the people who lost their lives in the terrorist attacks on our country, the families and friends of those people, and also for the souls of those people who are so consumed with hate that they would commit such an act.  I would also pray that all of the individuals involved be quickly brought to justice.  I know that I am not alone in paraphrasing words from World War II, after the attack on Pearl Harbor, … I fear we have awakened a sleeping giant, and filled him with a terrible resolve.  

This months UPDATE is a little light in content.  I will have, I hope, enough time in October to devote more effort to this newsletter.  Your recommendations are sought and appreciated. 

QUOTES OF THE MONTH

“Always remember others may hate you, but those who hate you don’t win unless you hate them. And then you destroy yourself.”  Richard Nixon

“We must be the change we wish to see in the world.”  Ghandi

WORD PLAY

Alter a word by adding, subtracting or changing one letter, then, give it a new definition.   SARCHASM;  The gulf between the author of sarcastic wit and the person who doesn’t get it.

                      

AVAILABLE LISTS

HazMat & Terrorism Internet Address list. 16 pages. A reference source. List has the Internet address and a brief description of each site. Last updated 12-00.  (Available by email)

Region X Lending Library List (Books, Videos, CDs, over 600 titles, by snail mail only) A free service.  (3 items at a time) 

                          SERC, LEPC, RRT AND RISC MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
October 10.  0830 – 1130.  In conjunction with the WSEMA meeting at the Red Lion in Port Angeles.
OREGON
IHCC (Interagency Hazard Communication Council) this serves as the Oregon SERC.


October 5 – November 2 – December 7.   All In Salem.


LEPC, October 12, November 16. All are in Salem

IDAHO
As Needed, Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 334 3263

ALASKA
October 25, Anchorage


January 31, 2002, Fairbanks


April 18, 2002, Anchorage

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
January 22 – 23, 2002, Portland/Salem 

AK-RRT
TBD

Northwest RISC
November 14, 2001; March 13, 2002; July 10, 2002

Alaska RISC
October 17, 2001; February 13, 2002; June 12, 2002

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

It seems that the Wildfires this summer and the attack on New York have slowed training and planning for training classes.  I am sure that this will upgrade by the time of the next UPDATE.

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

10-1 to 10-5-01
Emergency Medical 

WA Fire Marshal at

Ron Bowen




Service Operations &
Paine Field (Everett), WA
360 753 0357




Planning for WMD

10-2 to 10-3-01
Intro to ICS


OR DEM at


Kelly Jo Jensen








Clackamas County

503 378 2911 #246

10-16 to 10-19-01
Exercise Design &

WA DEM at


Rosanne Garrand




Evaluation 


Paine Field (Everett), WA
253 512 7048

11-14 to 11-16-01
Improvised Explosive 
Issaquah, WA


National Wilderness




Devices: Recognition
There is a $295 fee,

Training Center, Inc

& Avoidance


which may decrease

866 328 2918  

There is a list of equipment required, call to verify.

10-16 to 10-19-01
Exercise Design &

Tri-Cities, WA

Rosanne Garrand




Evaluation






800 562 6108

10-17 to 10-18-01
ICS Finance Section

OR DEM


Kelly Jo Jensen








At Clackamas County
503 378 2911 #246

10-19 to 10-20-01
Exercise Design

ID Bureau of Disaster
David Jackson








Services at Orofino

208 334 3460

10-23 to 10-25-01
Basic Public Information
Umatilla Co. EOC

Stan Ross




Officer Course

Pendleton, OR

541 966 9640

10-30 to 31-01
Basic PIO, G290

Twin Falls, Idaho

Dave Jackson












208 334 2336

11-7 to 11-8-01
G386 Mass Fatalities
Coeur d’Alene

Dave Jackson








ID



208 334 2336

11-15 to 16-01
Introduction to ICS

Columbia Co., OR

Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911 X246

11-7 to 11-8-01
ICS Incident Commander
Multnomah Co., OR

     “               “

11-9 to 11-10-01
ICS Operations Section
Clackamas Co., OR

     “               “

11-14 to 11-16-01
Basic PIO


Snohomish County

Rosanne Garrand








(Everett), WA


800 562 6108

11-29 to 11-30-01
Basic PIO- G290

Fairbanks Armory

907 428 6031








Fairbanks, AK

12-3 to 12-7-01
Emergency Response
Ft Richardson Armory
Call SRA Johnson




to HazMat Incident

Anchorage, AK

907 428 6629

12-12 to 12-13-01
G120 Exercise Design
Emmett, ID


Mietta Sibert












208 334 2336
HAMMER TRAINING FACILITY

For additional HazMat (and other) classes, visit the HAMMER Training Facility web site at www.hammertraining.com.  The HAMMER facility is in Richland, Washington.

HOME  STUDY  COURSE  HIGHLIGHT
IS 2  EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, USA.  This course contains information about natural and technological hazards.  Participants are led through the development of personal emergency preparedness plans.  www.fema.gov/emi/ishome.htm.         
EXERCISES

DATE               LOCATION
                TYPE


CONTACT

10-3                Anchorage, BP Tanker  Tabletop


    Larry Iwamoto 907 269 7683

                       Drill (Phase 1)

10-4-01           Seattle, GATX 
      Tabletop & Deployment   Jim Peschel

                       Terminal 
                                                        360 281 3781

10-9-01           Anacortes, WA
      Tabletop, Worst-case
   Joe Haley

                       Puget Sound Refining                                          360 293 1707

10-9-01           Port Angeles, WA         Deployment

    John Schumacher

                       Tesoro





    360 293 1601

10-11-01         Port Orchard, WA
      Deployment
               Michael Tucker

                       USN Fleet Supply




     360 476 2135 #223

11-7-01           Alaska Railroad
      Deployment

     Larry Iwamoto  907 269 7683











YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES ARE WELCOME, AND REQUESTED, AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

      Upcoming conferences

HOT ZONE.  Region 6 HazMat conference.  See www.hotzone.org.  October 17 – 20, 2001. WEB SITE NOW OPERATIONAL

National Environmental Performance Summit.  November 5 – 7, Crystal City Hilton, Arlington, VA.  See www.performanceWeb.org.

The Odyssey Continues.  December 10 – 13, 2001, Baltimore, MD.  Sponsored by EPA, Baltimore area LEPCs and Maryland Emergency Management.  For more information see, www.2001conference.org/home.htm. 

Mid Year NASTTPO (National Association of SARA Title III Program Officials.  12-5-01 in conjunction with the HazMat Explo Conference in Las Vegas.   For information on the expo jpo@co.clark.nv.us or 702 455 5710.  For information on NASTTPO, contact Dan Roe at roed@dem.state.az.us.

CHER-CAP HAPPENINGS

We are still working on an extension for The Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation  CHER-CAP.  Hopefully by the next UPDATE I will be able to give some more particulars on this.  The word I have as of 9-24 is that the CHER-CAP portion is a go, but I still must wait for final approval of the entire Pilot project.  I’ll have an update again on this next month.

 Meanwhile, the Franklin County CHER-CAP  will take place on September 28.  Since I will be gone for the time period of this exercise and the first of the month will interfere with a final report on this, I will wait until the next UPDATE to fill you in on this one.  

Kotzebue, Alaska and I are still talking the possibility of a CHER-CAP.  They have formally requested  one to the State Emergency Management office.  Yes, this is above the Arctic Circle.   More on this one in the next UPDATE also.   

POTPOURRI

1) The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has released its first National Report on Human Exposure to Environmental Chemicals.  The new report is from a 1999 survey of 27 environmental chemicals that were measured in blood and urine from participants in CDCs ongoing health study.  For more information, see, www.cdc.gov/nceh/dls/report. 

2) If you would like to check out a web site with LOTS of trauma related articles, hazmat included, try, http://home.earthlink.net/~hopefull.    The site has been recently updated.

3) An article was sent to me by Tom Groat from Umatilla County.  This concerns an alert to all first responders.  The basis for this alert came from an alert, and lucky assistant fire chief in Westbury (Long Island) fire.   At an accident scene in the rain where power lines had been downed, the chief noted electric spark along the yellow striping of the centerline of the road.  Investigation showed that the yellow striping had a metal foil backing running the entire length of the stripe.  A crack in the road had developed and the electricity from the downed line was arcing across the small gap.  This particular type of striping may not be used in your area, but is would certainly behoove you to check with your public works department.  Please pass this info on to others.  I will keep a copy of the article (1.5 pages) if you would like to see it.  

4) Meth lab problems continue to grow, at least in Washington.  In 2000, the Department of Ecology handled 1454 labs.  As of June 30, 2001, they have handled 1003.

5) The following was gleaned from one of the HazMat list servers.  “The Naval Counter Intelligence Service (Hawaii), FBI, have given reasonable suspicions that suspected terrorists may be looking to steal fire department and other emergency service vehicles like ambulances, to be used as car bombs against military and civilian installations.  This is a serious concern of ours, please take protective measures to safeguard yourselves.”  NOTE.  The day after I wrote this, there was a note sent out about this being a myth.  It was something mentioned in a meeting that someone else took for a fact.  Cay you say, “Check your Source?”  However, It is probably a good idea to remind people of security concerns anyway.

6) Available, 2 page (or one page  two-sided) document from BNSF, “Reported Chemical Exposure Incident”.  This is instruction for a medical care provider.

7) Firehouse Magazine for September has a number of good articles in it.   Among them are; 1)  Crossing the Yellow Line: Part 2.  Concerns evidence preservation at crime scenes.  2)  Recommendations for Safe Operations Along Highways and Interstates.  3)  Preparing Dispatchers for HazMat & Terrorist Emergencies.  4)  4 Wildland Firefighters Killed In Washington State.  Available if you need one or more.  

8) I was able to attend the Continuing Challenge HazMat Conference in Sacramento this year.  I attended in 99 but missed last year.  As it was the first time, this is a conference you should plan to attend.  There were over 1000 people in attendance with people from Mexico and another South American country also there.  I will attempt in this months, and possible next months depending on space, to include many of the items that were available at the conference.  There was a very good representation from vendors (50), and I managed to gather a lot of product information.  Included in the latter are brochures on, Searchcam, permeation guide for Dupont (Includes a CD),  Scandinavian Diving Equipment (diving in contaminated water, includes a CD), Decon shelters, Storm water protection, decon equipment, Decon foam for biological agents, patching equipment, hand held and remote dosimetry, clan lab, plug and dike, weather systems, general safety, tank truck containment, respiratory and so forth.  If you are interested in a particular area, let me know and I can tell you what I have.  

9) Something I had never though about before.  The explosive placard is orange.  What makes orange but red and yellow, or, flammable and oxidizer.  Did they really plan it that way or was it coincidence?  

10) Decon factoids.  Use chemical fabric tape instead of duct tape if tape you must.  Provide a safe refuge area near decon, someplace where people who are waiting for decon can stay without being further contaminated.  This is important for liability issues.  Prepare a bag with tyvek suits or ponchos for use by onlookers if needed.  Have there ready in a zip lock bag or something similar

11) From Continuing Challenge.   Lots of Information on Decon.  All are available from me.  1)  Critical Values for the Medical Monitoring Worksheet.  2 pages.  2)  Management of the Contaminated Patient-Use of a Decontamination Resource Team.  3)  Patient Decontamination in the Hospital Setting, Final Draft.  4)  A Community Approach to Domestic Preparedness.  Notes.  5)  ICS Position Manual – Decontamination Leader.  6)  Resource Worksheet.  5 page worksheet for what to do for a particular chemical.  This one is filled in, but the form may be adapted to individual needs and use.  7)  Hazardous Materials First Responder Operations, Decontamination.  From CSTI, includes answer sheet.  8)  CSTI.  Mass Casualty Decontamination, student manual.  9) From EPA a two page sheet on Decon solutions and what agents they can be used on.  This includes most military agents.  

12) I have a CD from the Continuing Challenge, which contains the agenda for the conference, all instructors and biographies, and Power Point presentation and notes from some of the classes.  The ones that have attachments are;  1)  Take Command of your Writing, PDF Document  2)  Dieters Top 13 Chemicals, Power Point  3)  Fun With Chemistry, Power Point  4)  Clan Labs, Discovery to Remediation, Power Point  5)  Chemical Release Planning Chart, Power Point and Notes  6)  Tank Car Damage Assessment, PDF document  7)  HazMat Release Reporting, PDF document  8)  Compressed Gas Cylinders, Power Point  9) High Tech Response to High Hazards, notes  10)  Mitigating Common HazMat Emergencies, notes 11)  HazMat First Responder Operations, Law Enforcement Emphasis, notes  12)  So You Want to be a Resource Technician Specialist, notes  13)  Hazardous Devices, A Different Type of HazMat. Power Point  14)  DOT Shipping Papers and HM 181/215C Requirements, Power Point  15)  Mock Trial, Environmental Crime, Power Point and notes  16)  WMD Biological Sampling, Power Point  17)  Medical Management of Patient Exposure to Chemical and Biological Agents, notes  18)  Respirator Protection, Power Point  19)  Demystifying HazMat Chemistry, PDF document  20)  Emergency Notification – Getting the Word to the Public, Power Point  21)  Protective Clothing for First Responders to Chem/Bio Terrorism,  Power Point  22)  Westly Tire Fire – Fire, Oil and Chemical Response All Rolled Into One, notes  23)  Introduction to Terrorism, notes.  If you would like to borrow the CD, let me know. 

13) Additional handouts, course books, etc., gleaned from the continuing Challenge workshop;  1)  The 21st Century First Responder, The Vision.  Report prepared for US DOE in June of 1998, WMD oriented  2)  WMD Crime Scene Operations.  Student manual consists of power point slides.  By Community Research Associates.  3)  Hazardous Materials First Responder Operations Refresher.  Student Manual.  Presented by San Francisco Police Department.  4)  Descent Into Madness: Mad Chemists, Collectors and Other Eccentrics.  Student manual presented by San Bernardino County Fire Department.  Slides on paper.  5)  Terrorism Agent Detection, 7 pages of slides, presented by Chris Hawley, Baltimore County Fire.  8)  HazMat by the Numbers.  Presented by Chris Hawley, Baltimore County Fire.  4 pages of slides.  9)  WMD Reference Guide.  Presented by H.K. Carr & Assoc.  Pages of slides with additional reference items that they sell.  

VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE LOAN

VIDEO     TER10/08
Emergency Response to Criminal/Terroristic Incidents. 

VIDEO      TER10/26
From EENET, January 01, 1 hour.  Weapons of Mass Destruction – Live Response.  Concerns building a successful media plan.

VIDEO       FR100/82  
Special Program – Fire Grant Program.  From EENET, I Hour, April 01.  Would be good viewing on planning for next years program.  

CD              TNG30/13
Field Training Course Materials.  From FEMA, June 01.  Contains G265 Basic Instructional skills, G272 Warning Coordination, G277 Residential Coastal Construction, G346 Hospital Emergency Department Management of Radiation and Other Hazardous Material Accidents Part 1 and 2,  File training course index.

BOOK         FR100/84
Technical Rescue Program, Development Manual.  USFA,  August 1995

BOOK         FR100/85
Technical Rescue Technology Assessment.  USFA, January 1995.

BOOK         FR100/86
A Guide to Funding Alternatives for Fire and Emergency Medical Services Departments.  USFA, December 1993.

CD              HM50/97
ICS Curriculum.  G190 ICS Law Enforcement, G191 ICS/EOC Interface, G192 ICS for Public Works, G194 ICS Public Officials, G195 Intermediate ICS, G196 Advanced ICS, G305.7 Overview of ICS, IS195 Basic ICS.

CD              HM50/173
HAMMER Training.  Video clips of what is available at the HAMMER site.

CD              HM50/174
Emergency Response Considerations: OSHA’s Process Safety Management and EPA’s Risk Management Program.  Presented by Bill Christie of Boeing and Lisa McArthur of EPA, at the HazMat conference in Wenatchee, May 2001.   45 Power point slides.
HazMat TEAM PROFILE

THIS SPACE RESERVED FOR ANYONE WHO WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THEIR TEAM HIGHLIGHTED.  VOLUNTEER YOUR TEAM NOW.  PUBLIC OR PRIVATE TEAMS IN REGION X ARE ELLIGIBLE.  

TERRORISM

NOTES

I must begin this section with a short editorial.  Many people have been saying that terrorism would not happen, or that the scenario of multiple attacks was highly improbable.  Perhaps those doubting voices will now pay attention.  I would like to offer my services, and the services of June Uson, our terrorism point of contact, to help you with any planning issues that we can.  In our reference library we have 41 videos, books and CDs, which may help you in your planning process.  We have a number of studies, monographs, articles and so forth that are not listed in the reference library (I will attempt to remedy this quickly).  If we do not have what you are looking for, we will probably be able to point you in the right direction.  Give a call or an email, together we will become better prepared to protect ourselves, our citizens and our country.

1) From “Virtual New York”, August 29, 2001.  “PETA officials have commented recently that they would welcome the spread of foot-and-mouth disease ‘for the positive effect on animals.”.  The USDA is concerned that the group may attempt agro-terrorism at the upcoming World Dairy Expo.”  Question, does this sound like an oxymoron to you, or just a moron? 

2) According to Inside Defense, the pentagon is reviewing the cost of the WMD Civil Support Teams.  Start-up costs are running at $5 million and yearly maintenance  costs are about $2.6 million per team.  A number of suggestions are being studied as to the future of the teams.  

3) From the News Telegraph in the UK comes a report that Saddam’s attempt to produce and use poison gas has killed 20 of his own troops in a training exercise.  (Justice?)  

4) At, http://cryptome.org/pth.htm, there is a report from February 2001 titled, Protecting the Homeland, Report of the Defense Science Board.  19 pages.  

5) At, www.bt.cdc.gov/Documents/Planning/PlanningGuidance.pdf. Is a document titled, “The Public Health Response to Biological and Chemical Terrorism”.  http://www2.sbccom.army.mil/hld/bwirp/bwirp_nehc_green_book_download.htm,  a pamphlet titled, “Neighborhood Emergency Help Center Pamphlet: Amass Casualty Care Strategy for Biological Terrorism Incidents”. 

6) The New York CST is the first CST to be operationally employed at an incident.  They spent 18 hours at the site sampling air to make sure there were no biological or chemical contaminants present.  In addition, they provided some secure communication for the scene.

7) Is your medic unit prepared for a Chem-Bio attack.  Some recommendations I have seen recently include the following to protect medic units and others.  A)  Gas Mask (perhaps even one for your personal vehicle)  B)  many medic units carry Atropine, but do you carry enough?  One patient affected by GA, GB, GD, GF or VX may need as much as 20 – 40 mg.   C)  2pam chloride, not commonly carried.  D)  Amyl Nitrate for cyanide exposure  E)  Radiation detector with batteries.  There may be many other items to consider on an individual basis.  This is the time to plan for this potential problem.  It can’t happen you say?

8) The request by President Bush for 20 billion for terrorism preparedness was bumped to 40 billion by congress.  10 billion has been earmarked for; 1)  providing Federal, State and local preparedness for mitigating and responding to the acts  2)  providing support to counter, investigate or prosecute domestic or international terrorism  3) providing increased transit security  4)  repairing public facilities and transit systems damaged by the explosions  5) supporting national security.

9) Available.  From the Joint Chiefs of Staff;  Military Assistance to Domestic Consequence Management Operations in Response to a Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, or High-Yield Explosive Situation.  40 Pages.

10) Lastly, be safe, be aware, and be prepared.  

.THE LAST WORD

COAST GUARD WMD ROLES

LT. ERIC RUNNELS

TAKEN FROM THE SEPTEMBER “BEACON”

The United States Coast Guard, as a result of the National Contingency Plan (NCP), and several other Federal laws, regulations and interagency agreements, prepares for and responds to spills of oil, hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants in the coastal zone that may present an imminent or substantial threat to public health or welfare and the environment.  The NCP designates the Coast Guard as the Federal On-Scene Coordinator (OSC or FOSC) for emergency response in the coastal zone and these responsibilities remain with the Coast Guard whether or not the spill is intentional.  The EPA fills this role for spills in the inland zone, as do certain other Federal agencies for spills on their own properties.

For a chemical WMD incident, Strike Teams will be the Coast Guard assets providing level A response capabilities.  There are three Strike Teams and these teams are located at Fort Dix New Jersey, Mobile, Alabama, and Novato, California.  These teams are under the operational control of the National Strike Force Coordination Center in Elizabeth City, North Carolina.  Strike Teams are comprised of highly skilled HAZMAT responders, each consisting of 35 active duty personnel and up to 50 reserve personnel, and respond to over 200 chemical releases per year.  These teams are experts in chemical agent identification, site safety plans, decontamination procedures and mitigation techniques and procedures.  An advantage Strike Teams posses is extensive familiarity with State and local responders gleaned from many years of joint operations in HAZMAT spill mitigation.  Most agencies have subscribed to using common terminology and management principles by organizing under the Incident Command System (ICS).

Additionally, the Coast Guard holds a title under the Ports and Waterways Safety Act referred to as, “Captain of the Port (COTP).”  This act provides the Coast Guard wide-ranging authority to protect U.S. ports, including closing of ports and waterways for the purpose of safety and security.  In the event of a WMD incident in or around the coastal zone, Coast Guard COTP authorities will be central in controlling port activities.

Major responses, notably those responding to consequences of terrorist acts, may be declared disasters by the President, thereby invoking the Federal Response Plan (FRP) under the direction of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  The Coast Guard supports both crisis and consequence management efforts to prevent or resolve a threat or act of terrorism but specifically will lead Emergency Support Function 10 (ESF 10) when impacts are limited to the coastal zone.   Coast Guard ESF 10 roles and authorities during a disaster are similar to those under the NCP.
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