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FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE”


This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials program personnel and other interested persons, up to date in the areas of exercises, training, counter terrorism, radiological, Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, Chemical-Biological hazards, and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.

Volume 3, #11
QUOTES OF THE MONTH

“The eagle soars and flies in peace and casts its shadow wide across the land, across the seas, across the far flung skies.  The foolish think the eagle weak, and easy to bring to heel. The eagle’s wings are silken, but its claws are made of steel.  So be warned, you would-be hunters, attack it and you die, the eagle stands for freedom, and that will always fly.”  Sidney Sheldon

“We must be the change we wish to see in the world.”  Ghandi

WORD PLAY

Alter a word by adding, subtracting or changing one letter, then, give it a new definition.   GLIBIDO;  All talk and no action.

AVAILABLE LISTS

HazMat & Terrorism Internet Address list. 16 pages. A reference source. List has the Internet address and a brief description of each site. Last updated 12-00.  (Available by email)

Region X Lending Library List (Books, Videos, CDs, over 600 titles, by snail mail only) A free service.  (3 items at a time).  Last updated October 17, 2001.

                          SERC, LEPC, RRT AND RISC MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
February 2002.  Date and location TBD
OREGON
IHCC (Interagency Hazard Communication Council) this serves as the Oregon SERC.


November 2 – December 7.   All In Salem.


LEPC, November 16. All are in Salem

IDAHO
Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 334 3263

ALASKA
January 31, 2002, Fairbanks


April 18, 2002, Anchorage

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
November 28 729, this is a rescheduled meeting for the one that was cancelled in September.

January 22 – 23, 2002, Portland/Salem 

AK-RRT
6 December, 2001 in Anchorage

Northwest RISC
November 14, 2001; March 13, 2002; July 10, 2002

Alaska RISC
February 13, 2002; June 12, 2002

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

11-14 to 11-16-01
Improvised Explosive 
Issaquah, WA


National Wilderness




Devices: Recognition
There is a $295 fee,

Training Center, Inc

& Avoidance


which may decrease

866 328 2918  

There is a list of equipment required, call to verify.




Officer Course

Pendleton, OR

541 966 9640

11-7 to 11-8-01
G386 Mass Fatalities
Coeur d’Alene

Dave Jackson

   






ID



208 334 2336

11-15 to 16-01
Introduction to ICS

Columbia Co., OR

Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911 X246

11-7 to 11-8-01
ICS Incident Commander
Multnomah Co., OR

     “               “

11-9 to 11-10-01
ICS Operations Section
Clackamas Co., OR

     “               “

11-14 to 11-16-01
Basic PIO


Snohomish County

Rosanne Garrand








(Everett), WA


800 562 6108

11-16 to 11-18-01
Instructional Presentation
Idaho BDS at


Mietta Sibert




Skills



Lewiston


208 334 2336 x 319

11-27 to 11-30-01
WMD: Awareness,

Snohomish Co. DEM,
Rosanne Garrand




Operations, Incident

Paine Field, Everett

1-800-562-6108




Command & Incident 

Response to Terrorism.

11-29 to 11-30-01
Basic PIO- G290

Fairbanks Armory

907 428 6031








Fairbanks, AK

12-3 to 12-7-01
Emergency Response
Ft Richardson Armory
Call SRA Johnson




to HazMat Incident

Anchorage, AK

907 428 6629

12-11 to 13-01
PIO, in ICS


Oregon DEM


Kelly Jo Jensen








at Clackamas Co.

503 378 2911 x 246

12-12 to 12-13-01
G120 Exercise Design
Emmett, ID


Mietta Sibert












208 334 2336

1-8 to 1-10-02
instructional Presentation
Idaho BDS at


     “          “




Skills



Coeur d’Alene

1-16 to 1-17-02
Mass Fatalities (G386)
Idaho BDS at


     “          “








Boise

1-24 to 1-25-02
Basic PI0 (G290)

Anchorage EOC

907-428-6031

1-28 to 1-30-02
Advanced Counterterror-
Atlanta, GA


By email only

ism Operations                   By the Terrorism
        at trc@terrorism.com
                                          Research Center      

$350 registration fee.  For further info see,

www.terrorism.com/commercial/training-acto-atlanta.shtml. 

HAMMER TRAINING FACILITY

For additional HazMat (and other) classes, visit the HAMMER Training Facility web site at www.hammertraining.com.  The HAMMER facility is in Richland, Washington.

HOME  STUDY  COURSE  HIGHLIGHT
IS 288 THE ROLE OF VOLUNTARY AGENCIES IN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT.  This course provides a basic understanding of the history, roles and services of disaster relief voluntary agencies in providing disaster assistance.  www.fema.gov/emi/ishome.htm.         
EXERCISES

DATE               LOCATION
                TYPE


CONTACT

11-7-01           Alaska Railroad
      Deployment

Larry Iwamoto  907 269 7683


11-7-01           Tacoma, WA.  Sound     Deployment

Ray Burke 253 272 9348 x18

                      Refining Inc.

11-3-01           Port Angeles, WA.         Tabletop &

John Schumacher 360 293 1601

                      Tesoro site
 
      Deployment

11-7-01           Auburn, WA
                 MCI, Full scale

Dan Bosch, Batt Chief








253 288 7418

11-14-01         Richmond Beach, WA.  Tabletop


Steve Smith 206 546 0503

                      Chevron Site

11-15-01         Valdez Marine 
       Table top


Larry Iwamoto 907 269 7683


Terminal

11-16-01         Everett, WA

       Tabletop


Lee Hazelwood 425 423 7635

                       WMD Exercise



11-20-01         Vancouver, B.C.
       Tabletop


Dale Ferriere 604 844 6625

                       Teekay Shipping

11-27 & 28-01 Bellingham, WA             Tabletop, Worst case
Patrick Davis 360 398 1541

                       Trans Mountain Oil Pipeline

11-29-01         Camas, WA.  Fort           Tabletop & 

Ron Schoelich 503 338 0173

                       James Mill
                  Deployment

 12-5-01          Steilacoom, WA.  
       Tabletop
Worst case
Tom Skjervold 253 589 4486

                       McNeil Is. Correctional Facility

12-06-01         Seattle, Kinder              Tabletop &

Jim Peschel 206 281 3781

                       Morgan Terminal Corp.  Deployment

12-7-01           BP Prince William
        Workshop

Larry Iwamoto 907 269 7683

                       Sound

         In Anchorage

                       The same workshop will also be held January 10 and Feb 14th in Anchorage.

                       The main drill will then be held on May 23rd, 2002.  This will be a tabletop and 

                       field deployment drill

12-12-01         Seattle.  Pacific              Tabletop

            George Clark 206 628 0051

                      Terminal Services  

YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES ARE WELCOME, AND REQUESTED, AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

      Upcoming conferences

National Environmental Performance Summit.  November 5 – 7, Crystal City Hilton, Arlington, VA.  See www.performanceWeb.org.

Hazardous Materials Advisory Council, annual conference.  November 8-9 New Orleans.  Theme is Managing HazMat Compliance: Fact or Fiction.

HazMat 2001.   November 9 – 10.  Pueblo, CO.  Presented by Emergency Response Training Center.  For information, call them at 800 933 4882.  There is a registration fee.

The Odyssey Continues.  December 10 – 13, 2001, Baltimore, MD.  Sponsored by EPA, Baltimore area LEPCs and Maryland Emergency Management.  For more information see, www.2001conference.org/home.htm. 

Society for Risk Analysis.  2001 Annual Meeting in Seattle.  Topics include, the emergence of computer viruses, bio-terrorism, contagious diseases and risks in air transportation.  See, www.sra.org/events.htm. 

Mid Year NASTTPO (National Association of SARA Title III Program Officials.  12-5-01 in conjunction with the HazMat Explo Conference in Las Vegas.   For information on the expo jpo@co.clark.nv.us or 702 455 5710.  For information on NASTTPO, contact Dan Roe at roed@dem.state.az.us. UPDATE.  The conference now has a new track that concerns TERCs (Tribal Emergency Response Commission).  The y will talk about establishing a TERCMOU and MAA development, developing ordinances and CHER-CAP and Native American involvement.

Preparedness Through Partnership: Integrating Medical Mass Care Management in a WMD Incident.  St. Petersburg, FL.  January 11 – 15, 2002.  See, www.va.gov/wmd. 

CHER-CAP HAPPENINGS

On  September 28th, we held the first CHER-CAP exercise in Region X, at Franklin County, Washington. The scenario was an aircraft landing short coming into Pasco Airport and striking a chemical car on a rail car.  We had almost 350 people participate in this exercise.  In addition more than 20 agencies participated as players.   As with almost any drill, there were minor mishaps, but overall the drill was a great community success.  We will be awaiting the final report on this drill, which will be completed before the end of November.  I have a CD of pictures, and will have a video and news clippings of the drill if anyone would like to see them.  I am very happy with the outcome and believe that the community and the agencies involved are also pleased with their accomplishment.  There were a number of things played out in this drill which none of the players had done before and all said the learned a lot from participating. 

The Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation  CHER-CAP  will now be going again.  We anticipate at this time that the time frame for the final drill will be before the end of March, 2002.  If any of you would like to come and see this drill, let me know.    

Kotzebue, Alaska  has been nominated by Alaska  Emergency Management.  We will be talking soon about times and dates for this one, with the final drill most likely happening in late May or early June of 2002.     

ATTENTION TO ALL WHO  WOULD  LIKE  TO  BE  EVALUATORS !  !  !

The state of Washington will be running two Exercise Design and Evaluation courses in 2002.  One will be April 9 – 12 at Camp Murray, and the other will be October 8 – 11 in Whatcom County.  If there is any possibility that you could take one of these courses, it would be the preferred alternative.  I am still working on a shorter Evaluation-only course.  To register for either one of these, call Roseanne Garrand at 1-800-562-6108.  If you need more information call me.  

POTPOURRI

1) The American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) offers a checklist for disaster recovery.  The key items that it discusses are; Structural integrity, safe entry, clean-up safety, air quality assessment, and ventilation.  For this checklist, go to, www.asse.org. 

2) The class I enjoyed the most at the Continuing Challenge was given by Darrell Begnaud.  It was titled, “HazMat in Your Backyard”.  Unfortunately, there were no handouts for this class.  I do have, however, two pages of notes that I took on this class if you would like to have a copy.  I would recommend this four-hour presentation to anyone hosting a HazMat conference or similar function.  

3) If you would like an updated List of Lists, the CAA list of regulated substances or the National response Teams Integrated Contingency Plan (One Plan) try, www.epa.gov/ceppo/ap-otgu.htm. 

4) The EPA in partnership with industry has developed ten sector specific Compliance Assistance Centers.  Among these are; ChemAlliance, which has plain-language assistance; Transportation Environmental Resource Center, which has information on modes of shipping; Local Government Environmental Assistance Network, which covers regulatory information; and seven others.  Try www.assistancecenters.net. 

5) In the light of what is happening lately, it would be a good time for all public service agencies to revisit policies and procedures on leaving the keys in response rigs.  One possible solution is to have two sets.  If you need to leave a rig running, lock it and have a second set to get back in.  In addition, do all of your volunteers have picture ID.  Think about, and improve security, it will benefit us all. 

6) Interesting fact picked up from courses run at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds.  They discourage the use of bleach where wounds are present.  They say that in tests and in real life the bleach actually enhanced the agents absorption into the skin making the injury more severe.  Good argument for soap and water.  

7) If you want hands-on training on the “Completely New Version of CAMEO” you might want to consider the 2001 HazMat Spills/EPA CEPPO Conference December 10-13 in Boston.  See the website at www.2001conference.org.

8) This might be a good time to work with your local Law Enforcement agency on doing occasional checks of HazMat licenses.  A good article concerning the problem can be found at, www.csmonitor.com/2001/1001/p2s2-usju.html.  In this article, the FBI arrested 20 people who fraudulently obtained HazMat permits.  This was in Pennsylvania alone.   

9) The State of Washington, in late September, broke the year 2000 record for Meth lab cleanups.  As of October 4, state spill responders cleaned up their 1,455th lab.  Still 3 months to go.  

10) Greg Banner from the Rhode Island Department of Health has comprised a list of over 420 websites.  These sites include information on emergency management, agricultural and animals, decontamination, first responder guides and procedures, health facilities, medical treatment and others.  Access it at, www.healthri.org/biot/web_sites.doc.  I have not had a chance to really take a look at it, but it may end up taking the place of the website list that I do for HazMat and terrorism.  These things are very hard to keep up with limited time.  

11) The CD I talked about several issues ago from ATSDR is now available on the web.  The information concerns, “Managing Hazardous Material Incidents’, and involves three volumes.  If you have not done so, there is a wealth of information on this site to check out.  See it at, www.atsdr.cdc.gov/mhmi.html. 

12) The October issue of Environmental Protection has an article titled, “Keeping Hazardous Materials Contained; Hazardous materials storage lockers offer a cost-effective solution that minimizes environmental risks”.  Copies available.  

13) Two articles of interest from the September (Yep, just getting to it) issue of Environmental Protection.  1)  Captive Wind Part II.  Solving indoor air quality problems.  2)  On Track,  How the U.S. manifest system is improving the management and transportation of hazardous waste.   Available.  

14) I have a number of new brochures from the National Fire academy titled, “Regional Delivery System”.  These concern delivery of some of the NFA courses off site from Emmitsburg.  Some of the classes include; Command and Control of Incident Operations, Emergency Response to Terrorism: Advanced Tactical Consequence Management, and Hazardous Materials Management.  If you would like one, let me know.  

15) For a free NIOSH Pocket Guide on CD ROM, call the NIOSH publication  Off ice at 800 356 4674.  (be patient)

16) DOT has issued a safety alert for the HazMat transport community in the wake of the September 11th attack.  To view this, go to, http://hazmat.dot.gov/pubtrain/safe9-01.pdf. 

17) One thing I have noticed in reading scores of emails on the event surrounding 9-11 is that Law Enforcement, to a great extent, are not prepared with the proper PPE to handle or cope with such an event.  Those of you in local fire departments, if you have not already done so, might consider contacting you law enforcement agency and volunteering to teach them how to outfit the officers with, lets say, a modified level C protection.  They also will need to know what that protects them from. 

18) While trying to find the top of my desk, I ran across the following articles that may be of interest.  A)  Clandestine Drug Labs: Do You Know Where Your Chemicals Are? 5 pages by Bill Henle and Dave Kummerlowe.  B)  Reactives and Explosives:  How to Avoid the Big Bang.  By Lisa Dahl-Bognar, U of Notre Dame, 8 pages of power point slides.  C)  Lessons Learned From Offsite Consequence Analysis and Risk Assessment for Facilities Storing/Handling Hazardous Chemicals.  By, Suresh Chandnani of Jones, Edmunds & Assoc., 5 pages. 

19) Now available,  a course listing of the resident courses at Emmitsburg.  This is for 2002.

VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE LOAN

VIDEO     DIS110/11.5.5
From EENET, National Alert Series from 5-16-01, 1 hour.  Features include; Several features on tropical storms including evacuation, How NIOSH deals with the death of a firefighter and other news.

CD            REP60/09
TEPP (Transportation Emergency Preparedness Program) Training.

BOOKS     HM50/181.1
Volume 1 Guide For the Selection of Chemical Agent and Toxic Industrial Material Detection Equipment for Emergency First Responders.  June 2000.  Volume II the same title.  From National Institute of Justice.

BOOK       HM50/178
Risk Communication: A Handbook for Communicating Environmental Safety, and Health Risks.  2nd Edition 1998.  By Regina Lundgren & Andrea McMakin.

BOOK       HM50/177
Proceedings from the 1999 ACHMM (Academy of Certified Hazardous Materials Managers) National Conference.  Many titles in this one.  

CD            FR100/37
Contaminated and Potable Water Diver Training Program, Training Materials to assist the instructor in preparing professional divers for working in hazardous environments.  From Scandinavian Diving Equipment.

BOOK      HM50/158
Medical Management of Biological Casualties.  From US Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases.  August 1996.

HazMat TEAM PROFILE

Will wonders never cease?  This month, the highlighted team is the Tri-County Hazardous Materials Response Team (Franklin, Benton and Walla Walla Counties) from the Tri-Cities area of Washington State (Richland, Kennewick, Pasco).  Many thanks to the HazMat team training Coordinator and Battalion Chief Ted Ricci of Richland Fire Department for his work on this.  PERSONAL NOTE:  While drilling in preparation for the September 28th CHER-CAP exercise, Ken Harlan (English & Assoc. Our contractor for this CHER-CAP), and myself, accompanied the team on a real world run.  We found ourselves at a GSA warehouse where someone had spilled a substance that I believe was called Carbon Disulfide.  An interesting problem was that of the reference material used, several disagreed on what substances this chemical would react with.  This was important as the chemical had been spilled near some Zinc.  In the end, everything worked out well and the team did a great job.  

POPULATION SERVED:
170,000  

HAZMAT PERSONNEL:
34 team members from Richland, Kennewick, Pasco, Benton County Districts 1, 2 and 4, Franklin County District 3 and Walla Walla County District 5.  The team is made up of both paid and volunteer personnel.

TYPE OF EQUIPMENT:
The team just (September) put into service a new Ford F-450 pickup that hauls a 28-foot trailer that has been converted to haul equipment.  Besides standard equipment, the team uses Interspero SCBA units and Keppler suits.

TRAINING LEVEL:  All personnel are trained to the technician level.  Ongoing training is performed monthly with team drills scheduled quarterly.  Team members are required to attend a minimum of 24 hours of face-to-face per year.  In 2000, 48 hours of team training was scheduled.  Training sessions rotate around equipment review, decon, donning suits, hazard class review, WMD, incident management, chemistry and transportation modes.  Two team members are sent to Pueblo per year with help from the BNSF railroad.  Team members are also encouraged to attend the Department of Justice sponsored WMD training in New Mexico, Alabama and Nevada.

NUMBER OF CALLS PER YEAR:

3

CHALLENGES:
Keeping team interest up while having only a minimal amount of actual calls per year.

GOALS:
Keep the teams training and equipment updated.

LARGEST PROBLEM:  Farm Chemicals.

TERRORISM

1) Texas Department of Health has issued a two-page advisory titled, “Recommended Actions for Health Care Professionals Regarding Possible Bioterrorism Event.”  Go to, www.tdh.state.tx.us/phpep/lha/bioterrorism0913.htm. 

2) Available.  Bioterrorism Readiness Plan: A Template for Healthcare Facilities. From the CDC.

3) Available;  From the Center for Health Policy, Columbia University School of Nursing.  “Core Public Health Worker Competencies for Emergency Preparedness and Response.”

4) The new Office of Homeland Security, which will have powers equal to the National Security Agency, will include; the Attorney General, Secretary of Defense, Secretary of Treasury, Secretary of Health and Human Services, Secretary of Agriculture and the Director of FEMA.  Any more than that is not know just yet, we will keep an eye on this.  

5) If you would like a good overview of Operation Enduring Freedom, try www.whitehouse.gov. 

6) The American Red Cross has a new brochure out and it is titled, “Terrorism – Preparing for the Unexpected.  You can view this at, www.redcross.org/services/disaster/keepsafe/unexpected.html
7) The CIA World Factbook 2001 online edition can be found at, www.cia.gov. “This reference work provides a snapshot as of January 1, 2001, of wide-ranging, hard to locate information about geography, people, governments, economies, communications, and armed forces for countries from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe.  The nine primary information categories and 100 subcategories for most entities include geographic, economic, political and other background information.”

8) Good site for details relating to the collapse of the WTC is at; www.civil.usyd.edu.au/wtc.htm. 

9) A book which might be of interest to some.  Terrorism Handbook for Operational Responders.  Armando S. Bevelacqua & Richard H. Stilp.  More information is available at  Barnes& Noble, www.bn.com. 

10) I have an updated version of the FEMA “WMD Quick Reference Guide” available.  This is a 5.5 x 8.5 card, two-sided, that lists common agents, their incubation time. Lethality, persistence, dissemination, symptoms, and decontamination.  Let me know if you would like one.

11) Also available;  A)  A five page report on “Counter Terrorism and Terrorism Related Courses”.  These are classes available at EMI, NFA, independent study and several others.  B)  A 12 page paper from the Office of National Preparedness titled, “Terrorism Backgrounder”.  Among other items, this covers definition and explanations of; WMD overview, Chemical WMD, Biological WMD, Nuclear/Radiological WMD, Conventional Improvised Explosive Devices, Cyber terrorism and Multiple/Combined WMD.

12) The Emergency Management Institute (EMI) at Emmitsburg, Maryland is announcing a new course in the Integrated Emergency Management Course (IEMC).  The new IEMC is, “Consequences of Terrorism”.  This course will involve many areas of government from Police, Fire, EMS, Emergency Management, Community Services< Administration and others.  To find out more about this course, and how to apply, contact Al Fluman at 301 447 1381 or visit the website at, www.fema.gov/emi/iemc_01.htm.  

13) The American Waterworks Association is offering suggestions for protecting water utilities from terrorism.  See, www.processrequest.com/apps/redir.asp?link=XbcgiebfCH,YdggbjefaDE&oid=UbiefBI. Pass this along to those in your community who deal with water distribution.

14) Attorney General Ashcroft has directed every U.S. Attorney’s office in the country to establish a task force with representatives from federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies to share information with one another on suspected terrorists and monitor any local terrorist networks.  See the story at www.govexec.com/dailyfed/091901m1.htm. 

15) An interesting article that is available.  “Homeland Security:  

Key Elements of a Risk Management Approach”.  It is a 

statement of Raymond Decker, the director of Defense 

Capabilities and Management.

16) FEMA has a new website for Terrorism Training & Resources.

     www.fema.gov/emi/ctrt.htm. 

17) Realizing that the time has come to incorporate an interagency,

unified command approach to planning for, operating at, and 

mitigating such things as what happened on 9-11, the USFA is 

changing the Executive Fire Officer Training Program.  To find 

out more about this, try, 

www.usfa.fema.gov/about/press/01-228.htm. 

18) IAFC has prepared a document titled, “Leading the Way:  

Homeland Security in Your Community”.  It concerns fire 

service response to the terrorism threat.  You can get a copy off 

their website at www.iafc.org, or I have a hard copy if you would 

like one. 

THE NEXT-TO-THE-LAST WORD

The national Institute of Justice is creating a series of Guides for first responder equipment that will provide agencies with information on the types and capabilities of available equipment.  While only the first has been published (See #1 below), NIJ is releasing working drafts of the remaining guides due to the recent attacks.  They are available only electronically and are subject to change prior to their printed release.

1) Guide for the Selection of Chemical Agent and Toxic Industrial Material Detection Equipment for Emergency First Responders, NIJ Guide 100-00.  www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/pubs-sum/184449.htm. 

2) An Introduction to Biological Agent Detection Equipment for Emergency First Responders, NIJ guide 101-11.  www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/DRAFTGuide101.pdf. 

3) Guide for the Selection of Chemical and Biological Decontamination Equipment for Emergency First Responders, NIJ Guide 103-00.  Vol. 1 (Appendices A-C and E-H) www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/DRAFTGuide103VI.pdf.   Vol. 1 (Appendix D)  www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/DRAFTGuide103VIAppD.pdf. 

4) Vol. II (Including APP. A-D)  www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/DRAFTGuide103VII.pdf.   VOL> II (Appendix E pages 1-50)  www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/DRAFTGuide103VIIAppE1-50.pdf.  Vol. II App. E pages 51-99, www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/DRAFTGuide103VIIAppE51-99.pdf.   VOL. !! App. E pages 100-149 ; www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/DRAFTGuide103VIIAppE99-149.pdf. 

5) Guide for the Selection of Communication Equipment for Emergency First Responders, NIJ Guide 104-0
Vol. I, www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/DRAFTGuide104VI.pdf.  Vol II including App. A-D, www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/DRAFTGuide104VII.pdf.  Vol II, App. E, PAGES 1-200,  WWW.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/DRAFTGuide104VIIAppE1-200pdf.   Vol II App. E pages 201 – 361, www.ojo.gov/nij/DRAFTGuide104VIAppE201-361.pdf. 

6) Guide for the Selection of Personal protective Equipment for 

Emergency First Responders.  A Working draft to follow.  

www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/new.htm#firstresponder. 

7) I have a copy (available if you need it) of the guide from NDPO 

titled, “On-Scene Commanders Guide For Responding To 

Biological/Chemical Threats.”  This is from November of 99 and 

also available on their web site. 


THE LAST WORD(Guaranteed)

The following is from the CDC.  You may obtain further information on this subject by referring to, www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dbmd/diseaseinfo/anthrax_g.htm. 

1.  What is Anthrax?     Anthrax is an acute infectious disease caused by the spore-forming bacterium Bacillus anthracis.  Anthrax most commonly occurs in wild and domestic lower vertebrates (cattle, sheep, goats, camels, antelopes, and other herbivores), but it can also occur in humans when they are exposed to infected animals or tissue from infected animals.

2.  Why has anthrax become a current issue?     Because anthrax is considered to be a potential agent for use in biological warfare, the Department of Defense (DoD) began mandatory vaccination of all active duty military personnel who might be involved in conflict.

3.  How common is anthrax and who can get it?     Anthrax is most common in agricultural regions where it occurs in animals.  These include Central and South America, Southern and Eastern Europe, Asia, Africa, the Caribbean, and the Middle East.  When anthrax affects humans, it is usually due to an occupational exposure to infected animals or their products.  Workers who are exposed to dead animals and animal products from other countries where anthrax is more common may become infected with B. anthracis (industrial anthrax).  Anthrax in wild livestock has occurred in the United States.

4.  How is anthrax transmitted?   Anthrax infection can occur in three forms:  cutaneous (skin), inhalation, and gastrointestinal.  B. anthracis spores can live in the soil for many years, and humans can become infected with anthrax by handling products from infected animals or by inhaling anthrax spores from contaminated animal products.  Anthrax can also be spread by eating undercooked meat from infected animals.  It is rare to find infected animals in the United States.

5.  What are the symptoms of anthrax?     Symptoms of disease vary depending on how the disease was contracted, but symptoms usually occur within 7 days.  *Cutaneous:  Most (about 95%) anthrax infections occur when the bacterium enters a cut or abrasion on the skin, such as when handling contaminated wool, hides, leather or hair products (especially goat hair) of infected animals.  Skin infections begins as a raised itchy bump that resembles an insect bite but within 1 – 2 days develops into a vesicle and then a painless ulcer, usually 1 – 3 cm in diameter, with a characteristic black necrotic (dying) area in the center.  Lymph glands in the adjacent area may swell.  About 20% of untreated cases of cutaneous anthrax will result in death.  Deaths are rare with appropriate antimicrobial therapy.  *Inhalation:  Initial symptoms may resemble a common cold.  After several days, the symptoms may progress to severe breathing problems and shock.  Inhalation anthrax is usually fatal.  *Intestinal:  The intestinal disease form of anthrax may follow the consumption of contaminated meat and is characterized by an acute inflammation of the intestinal tract.  Initial signs of nausea, loss of appetite, vomiting, fever are followed by abdominal pain, vomiting of blood, and severe diarrhea.  Intestinal anthrax results in death in 25% to 60% of cases.

6.  Where is anthrax usually found?  Anthrax can be found globally.  It is more common in developing countries or countries without veterinary public health programs.  Certain regions of the world (South and Central America, Southern and Eastern Europe, Asia, Africa, the Caribbean, and the Middle East) report more anthrax in animals than others.

7.  Can anthrax be spread from person-to-person?     Direct person-to-person spread of anthrax is extremely unlikely to occur. Communicability is not a concern in managing or visiting with patients with  inhalational anthrax.  

8.  Is there a way to prevent infection?       In countries where anthrax is common and vaccination levels of animal herds are low, humans should avoid contact with livestock and animal products. And avoid eating meat that has not been properly slaughtered and cooked.  Also, an anthrax vaccine has been licensed for use in humans.  The vaccine is reported to be 93% effective in protecting against anthrax.  

9.  What is the Anthrax vaccine?  The anthrax vaccine is manufactured and delivered by BioPort, Corporation, Lansing, Michigan.  The vaccine is a cell-free filtrate vaccine, which means it contains no dead or live bacteria in the preparation.  The final product contains no more than 2.4 mg of aluminum hydroxide as adjuvant.  Anthrax vaccines intended for animals should not be used in humans.  

10.  Who should get vaccinated against anthrax?  The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices has recommended anthrax vaccination for the following groups:  *Persons who work directly with the organism in the laboratory. *Persons who work with imported animal hides or furs in areas where standards are insufficient to prevent exposure to anthrax spores.  *Persons who handle potentially infected animal products in high-incidence areas. (Incidence is low in the United States, but veterinarians who travel to work in other countries where coincidence is higher should consider being vaccinated.)  *Military personnel deployed to areas with high risk for exposure to the organism (as when it is used as a biological warfare weapon).  *The anthrax Vaccine Immunization Program in the US Army Surgeon general’s Office can be reached at 1-877-GETVACC (1-877-438-8222).  www.anthrax.osd.mil.  *Pregnant women should be vaccinated only if absolutely necessary.

11.  What is the protocol for anthrax vaccination?     The immunization consists of three subcutaneous injections given 2 weeks apart followed by three additional subcutaneous injections given at 6, 12, an 18 months.  Annual booster injections of the vaccine are recommended thereafter.

12.  Are there adverse reactions to the anthrax vaccine?     Mild local reactions occur in 30% of recipients and consist of slight tenderness and redness at the injection site.  Severe local reactions are infrequent and consist of extensive swelling of the forearm in addition to the local reaction.  Systemic reactions occur in fewer than 0.2% of recipients.

13.  How is anthrax diagnosed?  Anthrax is diagnosed by isolating B. anthracis from the blood, skin lesions, or respiratory secretions or by measuring specific antibodies in the blood of persons with suspected cases.  

14.  Is there a treatment for anthrax?     Doctors can prescribe effective antibiotics.  To be effective, treatment should be initiated early.  If left untreated, the disease can be fatal.  

I am collecting and keeping a file on anthrax.  If you would like to have copies of the most current packet, let me know.  
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