FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE” 

This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials program personnel up to date in the areas of exercises, training, planning and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.

This update is for the period of 05-1-00 to 7-31-00.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“A tree is known by it’s fruit;  a man by his deeds.  A good deed is never lost;  he who sows courtesy reaps friendship,  and he who plants kindness gathers love.”       St. Basil

WEB PAGE HIGHLIGHT (YOUR ADDITIONS ARE WELCOME)

FEDERAL FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES NEWS 

www.usfa.fema.gov/assist/fednews.htm  

This site has links and summaries of pertinent documents from a number of different federal agencies all in one place.  Included are links to; ATF, Army, Chemical Safety Board EPA, FDA, Forest Service, OSHA, DOT and a number of others.  It highlights areas of concern to firefighters. A good one to check rather than going to each one individually.              

                              SERC, LEPC, AND RRT MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
5-18-00 – Tri-Cities, WA

OREGON
July 28, 2000, Warm Springs Reservation,

LEPC meeting.  0830 - 1200
IDAHO
As Needed, Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 334 3263

ALASKA
7-18 & 19-2000  Anchorage


10-24 & 25-00   Fairbanks


1-16 & 17-01     Anchorage


4-17 & 18-01     Juneau

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
9-12 & 13, TBA, Probably Portland


12-5 & 6,  TBA, Probably Seattle

AK-RRT
TBA

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

5-1 to 5-5-00

HazMat Technician

WSP at Fire T
raining
Aloha Watson








Academy, North Bend
360-753-0435


5-2-00


Emergency Operations
Camp Murray, WA

Trish Castro




Center







253 512 7043

5-6-00


ICS/EOC Integration
Pendelton


503-378 2911

5-10 to 5-11-00
Incident Commander
Clackamas County, OR
Casey Marley












503 655 8378

5-15-00

Domestic Terrorism

Oregon Emergency Mngt
Pat Carroll




Preparedness for Public
In Eugene


503-378-2100




Safety-8 hours. Free





Ext 236

5-16-00

Same as above

Coos Bay

5-17-00

Same as above

White City

5-18


Same as above

Roseburg

5-19-00

Same as above

Keizer

5-25-00

Same as above

Lincoln City

5-17 to 5-18-00
ICS, Logistics Section
Washington CO. OR

Janet Bell












503 642 0369

5-18 to 5-19-00
Incident Commander
Columbia County, OR
John Clouse












503 397 2990

6-5 to 6-9-00

Air Monitoring for 

EPA at Bothell Army

Diane Ruthruff




for Hazardous Materials
Reserve Center










Ruthruff.Diane@epamail.epa.gov 

6-20 to 23-00

HazMat Awareness &
WSP Training


Aloha Watson




OPS Train the Trainer
Center, Shelton

360 753 0435

7-18-00

Intro to ICS


Twin Falls, ID

          bds@bds.state.id.us 

7-24 to 27-00

HazMat On-Scene 

WSP Training


Aloha Watson




Command


Center, Shelton

360 753 0435

EXERCISES

5-10-00
Annual CSEPP exercise, Umatilla, Oregon

Contact:  Eric Richardson, (425) 487 4795.

6-13 & 6-14-00
Medical drills for WNP2 at Pasco and

Contact:  Larry Moore


Kennewick





FEMA 425 487 4743

6-15-00
DOE Drill “Bold Endeavor”  Richland

          “               “

6-17-00
Emergency Worker drill for WNP2



“               “


at Connell, WA

7-27-00
LAB Drill for WNP2 and Oregon at
Corvallis

“               “

8-14 – 18-00
Dingo Dawn, Bangor Sub base, WA.  Command   
Eleanor Castle FEMA


Post Exercise.




425 487 4697

9-12 to 13-00
WNP2, Full scale Ingestion exercise for

Larry Moore, FEMA


WA & OR counties near WNP2


425 487 4743

YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES ARE WELCOME AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

Upcoming conferences

NEW ADDITION   WMD & MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO CIVIL AUTHORITIES.  June 15 & 16 at the Hilton Hotel at Dulles Airport in Virginia.  Presented by the Armed Forces Journal with help from IAFC, IAEM, National League of Cities and the National Guard Association.  Contact is Marty Masiuk at the IMR Group at (410) 987 2075 or by email at marty@imrnet.com 

 Hot Zone.  Ft. Worth Texas. June 21 – 24.  A joint venture of FEMA and EPA designed for the States of Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas.  Information is available at www.hotzone.org  Thanks to Russ Bookser for bringing this to my attention. 

TECHNOLOGY PARTNERSHIP FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT.  Workshop & Exhibition.  “Moving Preparedness, Mitigation and Response Into the Next Century”  Sheraton Hotel, Colorado Springs, CO.  303-384-6497 or, www.nrel.gov/surviving_disaster  Sponsored by FEMA & National Renewable Energy Laboratory, in conjunction with Dept of Energy.  
June 11 – 15, 2000

IAFC ANNUAL HAZMAT CONFERENCE

June 1 – 4, 2000
Hunt Valley (Baltimore County) Maryland Contact; Alice Pottmyer

703 273 9815 Ext 340 or www.iafc.org 

ANNUAL ACHMM CONFERENCE

August 13 – 16, Jantzen Beach Oregon, more to follow as it becomes available.  There will be 

a large spill drill associated with this conference.  See their website at www.achmm.org. 

POTPOURRI

1) For those of you who work with hospitals, you might want to check out the following site.  www.emsa.cahwnet.gov/heics3.htm .  This is the San Mateo County (California) Hospital Emergency Incident Command System Update Project.  You can check out previous versions and download the present version.  Looks good.

2) If you live in an area where meth labs are present and ammonia thefts can be a problem, there is a new booklet available from EPA on tips to deter anhydrous ammonia thefts.  To get this publication, call the EPCRA hotline at, 1-800-424-9346.

3) Do you hold refresher training in Hazard Communication?  According to an article in Safety Currents, it is still one of the most violated standards.  There are lots of aids out there to help you comply with this standard.

4) Move over, Police!  In an issue of Safety Currents, it was pointed out that the Bureau of Labor Statistics states that taxi drivers and chauffeurs now have the highest on-the-job rate of homicide.  Police are now second.  

5) Don’t count your chickens just yet.  If you remember an issue or two ago we were talking about increased HMEP grants possible, due to an increase in the fees charged to industry.  It seems that there have been a number of petitions for reconsideration filed.  These petitions mention the new rule being, “unfair”, “unjust” and “”abuse of discretion”. This will delay the process.  I will keep you informed as to the progress of this one.   NOTE:  If you are a member of a SERC, TERC, LEPC or even a first responder who is concerned about this, and who feels that funding for HazMat planning and training is important, you might want to let your congressional representative know how you feel.  In addition, some industries believe that there should be even more detailed reporting requirements added to HMEP grants.  Should you feel so inclined, this would be very timely to make yourself heard.

6) New articles available for those who are interested.  A)  From EPA, Chemical Accident Prevention: Site Security.  B)  From EPA, Anhydrous Ammonia Theft.  C)  Article on MTBE (Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether)  a gasoline additive that is to be phased out due to its ability to pollute groundwater for long periods of time.  D)  A two-part course on basic chemistry of hazardous materials for non-chemists.  This is the handout from a class given at the HazMat 2000 conference in St Louis.  A Review of Risk Management Plans.  Intended for training LEPC personnel in the use of RMPs.  Contact me for reprints.  

7) Available:  two brochures from State of Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation and US Coast Guard, Juneau.  #1 is “Spill Prevention Tips for Residential Home Heating Oil Systems”  In the presentation on this brochure at the Alaska RRT meeting it was mentioned that this brochure and the awareness it brought, caused many people to replace old tanks and get better systems.  Worth looking at.   The second one is called, “Spill Prevention Techniques for Boat Owners”  This is also a good brochure to look at.  Let me know and I will get one, or both, to you.

8) NEW AND IMPROVED.  The EPA has improved, updated and added to their website.  Check it out at www.epa.gov. In addition, there is now a site for kids to learn about household chemicals.  It includes games for them.  Try www.epa.gov/opptintr/kids/hometour/index.htm. 
9) From the Environmental Resource Center comes news that EPA has proposed revisions to the format and content of first aid advice on all pesticide product labels to make them easier to read.  Comment will be taken for a short time.  For a copy of the notice, see, www.epa.gov/PR_Notices/ 
10) Two publications I noted in the Energy & Transportation Network 

News.  #1) TRANSCAER Community Awareness Guide.  It is designed 

to help those implementing TRANSCAER and others who interface 

with the public regarding hazmat transportation to develop a 

communications plan.  Includes information on effective outreach, 

defining your objectives and audience, techniques and delivery of the 

message.  Free to LEPCs and other community members.  Contact 

Steve Long, CMA at (703) 709 0166, order # 180005.   #2)  Sixth 

Edition of the Disaster Recovery Yellow Pages.  A 320 page 

sourcebook designed to help users locate scores of crucial but hard to 

find recovery services throughout the US and Canada.  Cost is $98.   

For more information, contact the Systems Audit Group, Inc., 25 

Ellison Road, Newton, Mass 02159 or, (617) 332 3496.

11) From one of the mailing list I get, comes this little gem.  The 

CENTECH group has announced that they now have NIOSH 

certification for a Powered Air Purifying Respirator (PAPR) that 

meets all of the requirements of CFR 42 part 84.  This unit protects 

against organic vapors, chlorine, ammonia and meets NATO standards 

for protection against WMD agents.  

12) Mark your calendars for next year, the 2001 NASTTPO (National 

Association of SARA Title III Program Officers) conference will be 

the week of May 3 in Atlanta.

     13) HazMat 2000 speaker presentations are now posted on the conference website at www.nrt.org/hazmat2000.  Click on the session title under the agenda tab.  These can also be downloaded to ZIP files.   If there are any problems, contact the HazMat 2000 office at 703 934 3760.  There were some good presentations at this conference, worth checking out.  

NEW VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs

Video EMDIS110/11.IV.3
   
National Alert Series from FEMA.  Includes;  

CERT Triage, Vehicle Stabilization (tips on 

safety at accident scenes), and In Command, 
a segment on ICS.

Video EMDIS110/32.11.3
         “Critical Incident Stress:  Stress Threats in 

Emergency Operations”  Talks about; general 

and cumulative stress, critical stress and 

post traumatic stress disorder, managing 

stress, and resources.  This is part one of 

two parts.   From FEMA.

Video EMDIS110/32.11.4
Part two of the above video on managing stress.

HM50/125
“CAER and RMP’s In Your Community”  From the Beach City CAER group in California.  Time 11 min.

HM50/126
Shelter In Place.  March 1996.  From Morrow County Oregon.  This 10.5 minute video is in both ENGLISH & SPANISH.  The video is filmed in Oregon and relates mostly to CSEPP, but the general directions for SIP are there and the Spanish version makes it useful for presentations to populations who speak Spanish.

HM50/127
Beach Cities CAER, Shelter in Place.  This 9-minute video is well done.  Ending credits are for California, but applies to all places where SIP may be used.  

HM50/128
In Command! The Evolution of the Incident Command System.  From the National Fire Academy.  A 1999 tape that is 20 minutes in length.

HM50/129
Anhydrous Ammonia.  30-minute video by EPA and the state of Oklahoma.

HazMat TEAM PROFILE

This month we have our first submission from the State of Idaho.

The Lewiston, Idaho Regional Response Team is a state of Idaho HazMat team based out of the Lewiston Fire Department, but is also comprised of members of the Potlatch Corporation Fire Department and the Blount Corporation.  The team is funded by the State of Idaho and administered by the Idaho Bureau of Hazardous Materials.  The IDBHM is assigned to the Military Division of Idaho.

CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT:  Fire Chief Steve Cooper.  

TEMPORARY HAZMAT CHIEF:  Captain Douglas Gregg.  (Thank you to Doug for completing this survey)

POPULATION SERVED:   75,000;  Clearwater County, Idaho County, Latah County, Lewis County, NezPerce County in Idaho.  Contract to the City of Pullman, Washington, and Washington State University in Pullman.  The team is a state asset and can be deployed statewide as necessary.

TOTAL DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL:  47, in EMS/Suppression, Prevention, Training and Administration.

HAZMAT PERSONNEL:   27.
EQUIPMENT:  One utility van, one pickup with brush kit for decontamination, and one trailer.  

TRAINING LEVELS:   Technician level and Incident Command.

CHALLENGES:   Completing the mission of HazMat response with limited state funding.  Keeping the team operating without becoming a financial burden to the host department. 

GOALS:   Everyone goes home safe after a call.  Provide a HazMat response capability to North Central Idaho.  Deploy with motivated and well-trained people.  

MOST COMMON CALL:   clandestine drug labs.

MOST COMMON CHEMICAL HAZARD:  Drug labs and transportation accidents.

NUMBER OF CALLS PER YEAR:  5 - 10

TERRORISM

NOTES

1) Two articles that are definitely worth reading.  If you cannot find these articles in your local library or online, let me know and I will get you a copy.  #1)  “The New Yorker”  July 12, 1999.  The article is called, “The Demon in the Freezer” by Richard Preston, the same person who wrote, “The Hot Zone”.  If you ever wanted to know anything about and understand the impact of smallpox, this is the article.  It made a believer out of me as to the threat.  The second article is also from the New Yorker on January 17, 2000.  This article is also by Richard Preston, and is an update on what is happening.  Most importantly, it talks about one person who was tired of all the inter-agency squabbles and sat people down in a room until a decision was made to recognize the problem and deal with it.  The article is in the section titled, “Department of Amplification, Updating the Smallpox vaccine.”      

2) If any of you know about articles that would be of interest to others in the field of terrorism or HazMat, let me know and I will get them included.  Remember, knowledge is power.  

3) Good website to check out, it’s a long one, 

www.washingtonpost.com/cgi-bin/gx.cgi/AppLogic%2bFTContentServer?pagename=world/terror .  On this site, you can search by name of a terrorist organization, by nation, by terrorists name, by incident or by word or phrase.  A lot of information here, and worth the effort.

4) An interesting comment in the April 14th edition of the weekly 

 Report from the USFA.  The report mentions that there is more 

 than $10 billion available for response and recovery in terrorism, 

 but only 3% is targeted at local emergency response agencies.  

 Perhaps priorities have not been established.

5) For your information.  Two courses aimed at Fire Service, EMS and HazMat responders.  1) Metropolitan Firefighter and Emergency Medical Services National Training Program for First Responders to Terroristic Incidents, 2)  Emergency Response to Terrorism: Basic Concepts for Fire and EMS.  Courses are free and include books, slides and so forth.  For more information contact, Sarah Smiley, Deanna Clark, Jerry Jones or Landon Reynolds at Community Research Associates, 311 Plus Park Blvd. Suite 100, Nashville, TN  37013.  (615) 399 9908.









































































