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[DATE]

Media Contacts:

NAME


Task Force




Tel. Number

NAME

Federal Emergency Management Agency
Tel. Number

NAME


State Public Information Officer


Tel. Number

NAME


State Office of Emergency Management

Tel. Number

This information is not for public broadcast.  It is for media use only.

Media Access for Search & Rescue Effort

Media Access

· General media access to the [disaster] site will be restricted to the “cold zone”, defined as [where the media can hang out.]

· Media pool writers and photographers may access the “warm zone” only with firefighter escort (if applicable.)  For safety reasons, any media entering the warm zone will be required to check in at the media tent upon arrival, and check out upon departure.  

· Officials hope to offer media pool access inside the search area, or “hot zone”, once daily (if applicable.)  Safety concerns will dictate when and how this will occur.  

· Members of the press interested in serving on the media pool must check in and sign a waiver at the media tent.  The media pool will be randomly selected.  

· All personnel entering the warm zone or the hot zone must wear protective clothing (e.g. long pants and long-sleeved shirt of durable material) steel-toed boots, and hard hats.  Hardhats will be provided by [task force].  

· Emergency management officials will offer press briefings [twice daily] at [location].   The briefings will be held at [11 a.m. and 4 p.m.], and will last for 30 minutes.  These briefings will provide up-to-the-minute information on search-and-rescue efforts.

Media Information on the Search

· News releases and high-resolution photos will be posted daily at www.fema.gov. 

· Radio news directors can access sound bites by calling 1-800-323-5248, or online at www.fema.gov/radio.

Background

[Details about the disaster, and search efforts during the previous incident period]
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