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Burroughs & Chapm sboaxd of directors is~
fncreasingly ffustrated:that its proposed $1 bil-
Hon: Columbiz development has-gone ndwhere
i two years the company” premden’t saxd
Wednesday. .. ... SN
’ Doug Wendel said the dxrectnrs haven’t ngen
him a' deadline but-want o, see sxg:.tﬁca.nt;
progr.ess soon ---or find ‘a. way out of the pro-

malte the project work: |

- Abour 70 percent.of the property Burmughs
& Chapin acquired two years ago is in a flood-. -
'Way, where development Is. severely restncted

urfoughs &: =ﬁapm‘ has v
been trying 1o. ‘get the flood
fallow,its un--
: retedented""*developmént
: along'the Congaree-River...

: ‘“Atsome ‘point it time,
we| bave gatto make-a deci-
sion; that the Toutesthat we
N are is taking an.in-

_" definite'period: of time; and
" unléss we can see alight at
the énd ofthe tunnel, we have to pursue an. exit
plan " Wendel sald_. .

+=«—The board Is. frustrated because of how long,

11‘5 taking federal officials to. deade what patts

of the property can be déveloped:: fhiree company ‘

‘officials said. It also is'concerned about'the, tack

. .ofsupport from cominunity; |eaders; Wendel said.

.- Some local officials Have'been: hesitani to sup-
pc:tt the project publicly;because of worries abont!

i ﬂoodmg and the potentiak cost.to faxpayers: .
ject. In the meantimie; Wendel’s snll Uymg o .

Columbia Mayor Bob Coble has said- devel- -

. opment “that. close.to the.¢ity is what we work -

ot every day” But he sald recently, thereare'
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“challenges that have to be examined”
and “perhaps they are insurmoustable:”
. Richldnd County Council member
Berniiée:Scott has been an enthusiastic
supporter-of Burroughs & Chapin: -
" " “Pm more dédicatedto the project
now than ‘ever before,” she said. .
. “The-proposal includes a high-tech -
park, ahgtel-and conventior cenrer, golf
courses, retail villages and homes-on
the 4,600-acre tract.. - . Lo
. .Greem:Diamond is the company’s
first major fordy.out.of Myrfle Beach;” -
brar it ha.snever:hadthe entire board’s .
suppart, Wendel said. And, he:said, the
board’s'pafiencetis wearing thin. .
J. Egerton Busroughs, the develop-
ment company’$ board chairman, said
the project hinges oncthe Federal Emer- -
gency Management Agency’s final de~
cision on the Congaree flood map.
“That's what it boils down to.in-a

pitshell,” Burroughs said. “Wellhave::
ruling, to™

[

some concrete fifidings; or.a
make-a-decisior on.”- C
. Burroughs said he hopes:to hear
from:FEMA in the:nextmonth: But op-.
penents-have until-Fel. 16 to corument .-
on fechmical information submitted t6
FEMA. sifice. September, when: it re-
leas
says it plans, to isste-a fmal ruling o, -
themapm Apriky . .. - . -
Since the company bought the land .
for $11 million ahout two years ago, the
Co River-flood map has¢hanged .
four times. The latest changes were par-

ticularly painful to Burroughs & Chapin.

-delx

. their investment. "

ed its. atest flood hap. The agency . people about this,

Bo*tﬁ Wwendel and;local profie'ét &

rector Jim Wiseman are still fighting 10

.wir: support for the Green Diarriond.de-
-velopment: They took 35 mermbers ofa.

communitygroyp ora tour of the prop-
arty Wednesday.: - . S

., “We're .still here because we're
right,” Wiseman told the group. “wete.

gtill here because we've got the right vi ™

sion for the property.”
. But Wiseman said

of sunshifie? =" " % . b
‘He said Wendel is asking hum the .

same question the board is asking Wen-
“What's wrong:with Columbid?" -
- At Wednesday's meeting, Wiseman
and Wendel touted that the project lias

/e would not still be herefighting:

supporr of the community” . -
" ff Burroughs:& Chapinand its part-
ners decide'niot to go forward, they still.
would have to decide what'to do with.

. . Oneideais to purchase the property,
for land conservation, said Kit Smith,
chairwoman, of the Richland ;County,
C cl - . l-....; R RO

", ““I've-been app

roached by various-
> Sinith-saidi*Stpith
would not-name the people; but, said-
che's unwilling o seek any Lnd. pur-
chase ungil Burroughs & Chapin makes
adecision. ©~ " .. .

- Private groups could make-an offer,
or.the government could sei aside fiinds
if'the Green Diamond site became a pris

’ he’s also feeling, ™
pressure. “We do nieed to see some rays -

“the property
“the support of many Jocal officials. But,
environmentalists.and other community” | -
- ativists are oppusing the project: :
. ] v and its;
for this. project’if. we couldn’t.do it...
safely,” Wendel said. “All we need isthe

ority for preservationi. State Rep. Chip )
Campsen, R:Charleston, is.pushing'a’
_ bill imrthe Legislature to raise $32 mil-:) -
JiorL annually for land preservation | -
statewide. . © i AL - Sn
a Charleston bankec | :

Hugh Lane,
who supports the bill, was unwillingto |
say whether such funds could beused' |
onthe ighs & Chepin site: Butthe | |
- -concept of protecting e riverfront iind: |
is sound: he said:* , - o
“Pm obviously not:

srom Coliitbia, |

.- butthatis aprety:critical piece of prop~ - ;

‘erty-and probably needs t0-be preserved: |
in its agricultural state” hesaid. . -
" Burronghis said hels unaware of any’ |
ackip plari the company has for using:-},
erty-Wendel has mentioned. |
maﬁﬁgiafﬂq?éﬂan@s‘miﬁgaﬁon'b\anlgo'; |,
ining opétation: . RN
' But Bufroughs' said the: company:
pariners Wwouldconsider offers:

RIS

forthé‘l‘ahd; T ' LA g
. «*“If someore wanis {0 make any pro-*
posal to the group, they woulld have tor

listen,” hesaid. - .
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