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Dick Hainje: Regional Director, Region VIi

Dick Hainje was appointed Regional Director of FEMA's Region VIl in
October 2001. As Regional Director, he coordinates mitigation, preparedness and
disaster response and recovery activitiesin lowa, Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska.

Prior tocomingto FEMA, Mr. Hainjewas an el ected member of the South Dakota
statelegidatureand a24-year veteran of the Sioux Falls Fire Rescue Department.
Hainjewas el ected to the state senate in 1996 and re-elected in 1998 and 2000,
and spent four yearson the state’ s A ppropriations Committee. Hejoined the Sioux
FalsFire Rescue Department in 1977 and rosethrough theranksto divisonfire
chief of preventionin 1999. Part of hisresponsibilitiesincludedinjury prevention and
firesafety programsfor school children. Mr. Hainjeworked closely with FEMA
during thefloodsof 1997, when South Dakotaand other stateswerethreatened
with spring flooding.

A nativeof Sioux Falls, South Dakota, Mr. Hainje holdsafire science degreefrom
Kilian Collegeat Sioux Fals, South Dakota. Heisamember of theInternational
Association of Fire Chiefsand the National Conference of State L egidatures.
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